
 
 

PROPOSED AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

7:00 P.M. Monday, March 20, 2017 

City Council Chambers 

City Hall, 259 Kent St., Portland Michigan 
 

I. Call to Order 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Acceptance of Agenda  

IV. Public Comment  (5-minute time limit per speaker) 

V. City Manager Report  

VI. Presentations  

A. DDA/Main Street Report – Margery Briggs 

B. National Historic Preservation Month Proclamation 

 

VII. Public Hearing(s) - None 

VIII. Old Business – None  

IX. New Business  

A. Proposed Resolution 17-20 Approving the Recommendation from the 

Downtown Development Authority (DDA) Board to hire Tina  

Conner Wellman as the DDA/Main Street Director 

B. Proposed Resolution 17-21 Approving a Michigan Department of  

Natural Resources (MDNR) Passport Grant Application Submitted by  

The Parks Department for the Construction of a Canoe/Kayak Launch  

At Thompson Field 

C. Proposed Resolution 17-22 Approving Fleis & VandenBrink’s  

Proposal to Apply for Funding through the Local Bridge Program 

Administered by the Michigan Department of Transportation 

D. Proposed Resolution 17-23 Approving the Submittal of an  

Application for Local Bridge Program Funds for Replacement of the 

Divine Highway Bridge over the Looking Glass River 

E. Proposed Resolution 17-24 Approving the Submittal of an  

Application for Local Bridge Program Funds for Preventative 

Maintenance of the Bridge Street Bridge over the Grand River 

F. Proposed Resolution 17-25 Approving the Submittal of an  

Application For Local Bridge Program Funds for Preventative 

Maintenance of the Grand River Avenue Bridge over the Grand River 

G. Proposed Resolution 17-26 Approving a Budget for Fiscal Year  

2017-2018 for the Portland Area Fire Authority 
 

 

Estimated 

Time 
 
 

7:00 PM 
 

7:01 PM 

7:02 PM 

7:03 PM 

7:05 PM 
 

 

7:15 PM 

7:20 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:23 PM 

 

 

7:28 PM 

 

 

 

7:30 PM 

 

 

7:33 PM 

 

 

7:34 PM 

 

 

 

7:35 PM 

 

 

7:36 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Desired 

Outcome 
 

 

 

 

Decision 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decision 

 

 

Decision 

 

 

 

Decision 

 

 

Decision 

 

 

Decision 

 

 

Decision 

 

 

 

Decision 

 



 

 

H. Proposed Resolution 17-27 Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment to  

City Boards and Commission 
 

X. Consent Agenda–   

A. Minutes & Synopsis from the Regular City Council Meeting 

held on March 6, 2017  

B. Payment of Invoices in the Amount of $105,425.15 and Payroll 

in the Amount of $133,106.77 for a Total of $238,531.92 

C. Purchase Orders over $5,000.00 - None 
 

         XI. Communications–   

A. DDA Minutes for February 16, 2017 

B. Wastewater Treatment Plant Report for February 2017 

C. Ionia County Board of Commissioners Agenda for March 14, 

2017 

D. Ionia County Board of Commissioners Agenda for March 21, 

2017 

 

XII. Other Business - None 

 

XIII. City Manager Comments  
 

XIV.  Council Comments 
 

XV.  Adjournment 
 

Estimated 

Time 
 

7:38 PM 

 

 

7:39 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:40 PM 

 

7:45 PM 

 

7:50 PM 

 

7:55 PM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Desired 

Outcome 
 

Decision 
 

 

Decision 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decision 

 

 

 



 

 
 

National Historic Preservation Month 
 

WHEREAS, historic preservation is an effective tool for managing growth, revitalizing 

neighborhoods, fostering local pride and maintaining community character while enhancing 

livability; and 

 

WHEREAS, historic preservation is relevant for communities across the nation, both urban 

and rural, and for Americans of all ages, all walks of life and all ethnic backgrounds; and 

  

WHEREAS, it is important to celebrate the role of history in our lives and the contributions 

made by dedicated individuals in helping to preserve the tangible aspects of the heritage that 

has shaped us as a people; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Portland downtown district has been designated as a National Historic 

Landmark; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Portland, Michigan Main Street America Program has been accredited as a 

Master Level Program and offers grants for historically accurate façade restoration, signs, 

and awnings through Thursday, June 1st.  

 

WHEREAS, Portland, Michigan recognizes National Historic Preservation Month through 

its annual Cleanup Day, Saturday, May 6th; the Portland Area Historical Society's "Spring 

Into the Past" event at the Portland Public Library May 6th and 7th; and the "We're Making 

Memories" Block Party on Saturday, May 20th.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, James E. Barnes, Mayor of the City of Portland, Michigan, do 

hereby proclaim May 2017, as National Historic Preservation Month and call upon the 

people of the city of Portland, Michigan to join their fellow citizens across the United States 

in recognizing and participating in this special observance. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the City of 

Portland, Michigan, to be affixed this 20th day of March, 2017. 

 
 
_______________________        

James E. Barnes, Mayor  

        SEAL       
________________________         

Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 



PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 
Ionia County, Michigan 

 
Council Member   , supported by Council Member   , made a 
motion to adopt the following resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION NO.  17-20 

 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE RECOMMENDATION FROM THE 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (DDA) BOARD TO HIRE TINA 
CONNER WELLMAN AS THE DDA/MAIN STREET DIRECTOR 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to MCL 125.1655(1), the DDA Board may employ and fix the 
compensation of a director, subject to the approval of City Council as the governing 
body; and  
 
WHEREAS, the DDA Board established a hiring sub-committee to evaluate the position 
and facilitate the search for a new DDA/Main Street Director; and 
 
WHEREAS, after interviewing the selected candidates during a public meeting held on 
March 16, 2017, the DDA Board unanimously recommended that City Council approve 
the selection of Tina Conner Wellman as the new DDA/Main Street Director. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 
1. The City Council approves the recommendation from the DDA Board to hire Tina 

Conner Wellman as the new DDA/Main Street Director, contingent upon various 
pre-employment requirements (physical, background check, etc.). 

 
2. All resolutions and parts of resolutions are, to the extent of any conflict with this 

resolution, rescinded. 
 
Ayes:   

Nays:  

Absent:  

Abstain:  

 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
Dated:  March 20, 2017    
       ________________________ 
       Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 



PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

Ionia County, Michigan 

 

Council Member   , supported by Council Member    , made a motion to 

adopt the following resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 17-21 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL 

RESOURCES (MDNR) PASSPORT GRANT APPLICATION SUBMITTED BY 

THE PARKS DEPARTMENT FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A 

CANOE/KAYAK LAUNCH AT THOMPSON FIELD 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Portland recently amended its Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) to include 

projects for the Parks Department, including a universally accessible canoe/kayak launch and other 

improvements at Thompson Field and intends to apply for grant funding through the MDNR Passport 

Program; and 

 

WHEREAS, the project will consist of the installation of a universally accessible canoe/kayak launch, 

river trail maintenance and other necessary Thompson Field improvements; and 

 

WHEREAS, the total project cost is anticipated to cost up to $100,000.00 with the DNR portion being up 

to $75,000.00 and a 25% local match not to exceed $25,000.00 from the general fund; and  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. City Council supports the submission of the MDNR Passport Grant application titled “Thompson 

Field Improvements” for the canoe/kayak launch, river trail maintenance and other necessary 

improvements. 

 

2. The local matching funds of 25% of the total project costs are pledged as part of the City of 

Portland General Fund and will be available immediately once the grant agreement is received 

from the MDNR.  

 

3. All resolutions and parts of resolution are, to the extent of any conflict with this resolution, 

rescinded. 

 

Ayes:    

Nays:   

Absent:    

Abstain:   

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

Dated:  March 20, 2017 

 

                         __________________________ 

        Monique I.  Miller, City Clerk 

 

 



 

 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY, that the foregoing is a Resolution duly made and passed by the City of Portland 

City Council at their regular meeting held on March 20, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Hall, with a 

quorum present. 

 

              ____________________________ 

Dated:  March 20, 2017    Monique I. Miller, Clerk 

 

   
 

























PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

Ionia County, Michigan 

 

Council Member   , supported by Council Member   , made a 

motion to adopt the following resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION NO.  17-23 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SUBMITTAL OF AN APPLICATION FOR 

LOCAL BRIDGE PROGRAM FUNDS FOR REPLACEMENT OF THE DIVINE 

HIGHWAY BRIDGE OVER THE LOOKING GLASS RIVER 

 

WHEREAS, the Michigan State Legislature and the U.S. Congress have appropriated 

funds for preventative maintenance of local bridges in the State of Michigan; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Divine Highway Bridge over the Looking Glass River is deteriorated 

and in need of replacement; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council supports an application requesting funding for this project. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The City Council hereby approves of the filing of an application with the 

Michigan Department of Transportation requesting funds through their Local 

Bridge Program for replacement of the Divine Highway Bridge over the Looking 

Glass River and further, that the City is seeking the Department’s active 

participation in the project. 

 

2. All resolutions and parts of resolutions are, to the extent of any conflict with this 

resolution, rescinded. 

 

Ayes:   

Nays:   

Absent:  

Abstain:   

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED 

 

Dated: March 20, 2017    

 

       __________________________ 

       Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 
 

 



PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

Ionia County, Michigan 

 

Council Member   , supported by Council Member   , made a 

motion to adopt the following resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION NO.  17-24 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SUBMITTAL OF AN APPLICATION FOR 

LOCAL BRIDGE PROGRAM FUNDS FOR PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE 

OF THE BRIDGE STREET BRIDGE OVER THE GRAND RIVER 

 

WHEREAS, the Michigan State Legislature and the U.S. Congress have appropriated 

funds for preventative maintenance of local bridges in the State of Michigan; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Bridge Street Bridge over the Grand River is deteriorated and in need of 

maintenance; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council supports an application requesting funding for this project. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The City Council hereby approves of the filing of an application with the 

Michigan Department of Transportation requesting funds through their Local 

Bridge Program for preventative maintenance of the Bridge Street Bridge over the 

Grand River and further, that the City is seeking the Department’s active 

participation in the project. 

2. All resolutions and parts of resolutions are, to the extent of any conflict with this 

resolution, rescinded. 

 

Ayes:    

Nays:   

Absent:   

Abstain:   

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED 

 

Dated: March 20, 2017    

 

       __________________________ 

       Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 

 

 

 

 



PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

Ionia County, Michigan 

 

Council Member   , supported by Council Member   , made a 

motion to adopt the following resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION NO.  17-25 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SUBMITTAL OF AN APPLICATION FOR 

LOCAL BRIDGE PROGRAM FUNDS FOR PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE 

OF THE GRAND RIVER AVENUE BRIDGE OVER THE GRAND RIVER 

 

WHEREAS, the Michigan State Legislature and the U.S. Congress have appropriated 

funds for preventative maintenance of local bridges in the State of Michigan; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Grand River Avenue Bridge over the Grand River is deteriorated and in 

need of maintenance; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council supports an application requesting funding for this project. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The City Council hereby approves of the filing of an application with the 

Michigan Department of Transportation requesting funds through their Local 

Bridge Program for preventative maintenance of the Grand River Avenue Bridge 

over the Grand River and further, that the City is seeking the Department’s active 

participation in the project. 

2. All resolutions and parts of resolutions are, to the extent of any conflict with this 

resolution, rescinded. 

 

Ayes:   

Nays:   

Absent:   

Abstain:    

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED 

 

Dated: March 20, 2017    

 

       __________________________ 

       Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 

 

 

 





















 
 

PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 
Ionia County, Michigan 

 
 

Council Member _________, supported by Council Member __________, made a motion to adopt the 
following resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 17-27 

 
A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT 

TO CITY BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 
WHEREAS, City Council has established guidelines for appointments to City Boards and Commissions 
pursuant to Council Policy 96-1; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor has reviewed the applications for the various City Boards and Commissions and, 
in accordance with Council Policy 96-1, requests that the Council confirm the following appointments: 
 
Board of Review   
-Mike Judd to a term expiring December 2019 
 

 
 
 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. The Portland City Council confirms the Mayor’s appointment as set forth above. 
 
2. All resolutions and parts of resolutions are, to the extent of any conflict with this resolution, 

rescinded. 
 
Ayes:   
Nays:   
Absent:   
Abstain:   
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
Dated:  March 20, 2017                     

 
            __________________________ 

       Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 
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City of Portland 
Portland, Michigan 

Minutes of the City Council Meeting 
Held on Monday, March 6, 2017 
In Council Chambers at City Hall 

 
Present:  Mayor Barnes, Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck, Council Members Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, and 
Johnston; City Manager Gorman; City Clerk Miller; Police Sergeant (Acting Chief) Thomas 
 
Guests: Kathy Parsons; Mike Judd; Karen Bota of the Sentinel Standard 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Barnes with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by VanSlambrouck, to approve the Proposed Agenda as presented. 
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Baldyga, Johnston, Barnes  
  Nays:  None 
  Adopted 
 
Under City Manager Report, City Manager Gorman stated the EDC met and recommended, giving the 
City Manager discretion to make nonmaterial changes to the Sparrow documents including the purchase 
agreement and the restrictive covenant. The documents will likely be presented to Council for 
consideration at its next meeting. 
 
The Planning Commission will meet on March 22, 2017 to consider the Special Land Use Application 
and Site Plan for ConfluxCity Brewing Company as well as reconsider the site plan for McDonald’s. 
 
The survey results for implementation of curbside recycling have not changed much, it still looks as if 
75-80% of residents are in favor of adding this service. The final results will be presented to Council in 
the future. 
 
The DDA hiring process continues to move forward. There are two applicants that will be interviewed 
next week. 
 
The Grand River Water Trail Program will hold its Annual Spring Forum on April 13, 2017 in Cascade 
Township. 
 
City Manager Gorman noted that Chief Kirk is taking a leave of absence to handle a family medical 
issue. Sgt. Thomas will fill the role of Acting Chief. 
 
Mayor Barnes stated he has faith in her ability to fill this role. 
 
Under New Business, the Council held the Second Reading of Ordinance 175KK to amend the City 
Zoning Map as requested by Jim Hilligan to rezone the properties located at 260 W. Grand River Ave. 
near Pleasant Street (34-300-050-000-015-00) and the property located at 135 Water Street (34-300-250-
000-490-00) to C-2 under Section 42-33 of the Zoning Ordinance. This corner lot has a total of five 
different parcels. Currently, three of the parcels are zoned C-2. The request is to rezone two of the other 



City Council Minutes – March 6, 2017 
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parcels to C-2 in order to maintain a consistent and unified piece of property that will better 
accommodate the proposed project and any future businesses that may wish to occupy the property.  
 
City Manager Gorman explained that although the property to the back, along Pleasant St., is listed as 
one of the properties to be rezoned City staff is reasonably confident it is already zoned C-2. Some 
internal documents indicate it might have been zoned R-2. All official city and county records show that 
it is zoned C-2. In an abundance of caution it too has been included in the rezoning request. 
 
Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Baldyga, to approve Ordinance 175KK to amend the City Zoning 
Map. 
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Barnes 
  Nays:  None 
  Adopted 
 
The Council considered Resolution 17-18 to authorize the City Manager to sell the obsolete 2004 Horton 
Ambulance that was purchased by the City in 2013 for $21,370.00. The Ambulance Director sought bids 
and has a tentative agreement from Ronald Township Fire Department to purchase the ambulance for 
$14,000.00. 
 
Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve Resolution 17-18 approving, 
authorizing, and directing the City Manager to sell obsolete equipment. 
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, Johnston, Barnes 
  Nays:  None 
  Adopted 
 
The Council considered Resolution 17-19 to approve payment of Bill No. 8 to MDOT in the amount of 
$5,200.00 for work performed on the Kent Street Improvement Project. The City Engineer on the project 
has reviewed the bill and recommends its payment. 
 
Motion by Baldyga, supported by Johnston, to approve Resolution 17-19 approving payment of Bill No. 
8 to the Michigan Department of Transportation for work performed on the Kent Street Improvement 
Project. 
  Yeas:  Baldyga, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Barnes 
  Nays:  None 
  Adopted 
 
Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Baldyga, to approve the Consent Agenda which includes the 
Minutes and Synopsis from the Regular City Council Meeting held on February 21, 2017, payment of 
invoices in the amount of $74,290.71 and payroll in the amount of $104,161.51 for a total of $178,452.22. 
There were no purchase orders over $5,000.00. 
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Barnes 
  Nays:  None 
  Adopted 
 
Under City Manager Comments, City Manager Gorman informed residents that the Annual Cleanup Day 
will be held Saturday, May 6, 2017 from 7:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. at the Department of Public Works. 
This year each household will be limited to one pickup/trailer load in order to ensure that all residents 
can participate. Both Portland and Danby Township Supervisors support this change. The Hazardous 
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Waste Cleanup will also be held Saturday, May 6, 2017 from 8:00 A.M. to Noon on the east side of the 
Fire Department. 
 
The Annual Block Party will be held Saturday, May 20, 2017. More information to come. 
 
City Manager Gorman noted that the city limits signs will be updated soon.  
 
Under Council Comments, Mayor Barnes noted that an application from Mike Judd for the Board of 
Review was distributed at the meeting tonight. His appointment will be considered at the next Council 
meeting. 
 
Council Member Baldyga noted the disrepair that the Rodeo grounds at Bogue Flats is falling into. The 
Council is looking for input from the public on its future. 
 
Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Baldyga, to adjourn the regular meeting. 
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Barnes 
  Nays:  None 
  Adopted 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:24 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________ 
James E. Barnes, Mayor 
 
 
_________________________ 
Monique I. Miller, City Clerk   



City of Portland 
Synopsis of the Minutes of the March 6, 2017 City Council Meeting 

 

The City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor James E. Barnes at 7:00 P.M. 
Present – Mayor Barnes, Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck, Council Members Fitzsimmons, 
Baldyga, and Johnston; City Manager Gorman; City Clerk Miller; Police Sergeant (Acting Chief) 
Thomas 
Second Reading and Approval of Ordinance 175KK to amend the City Zoning Map. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
Approval of Resolution 17-18 approving, authorizing, and directing the City Manager to sell 
obsolete equipment. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
Approval of Resolution 17-19 approving payment of Bill No. 8 to the Michigan Department of 
Transportation for work performed on the Kent Street Improvement Project. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
Approval of the Consent Agenda. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
Adjournment at 7:24 P.M. 
All in favor.  Adopted.  
A copy of the approved Minutes is available upon request at City Hall, 259 Kent Street. 
Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 























Minutes of the Downtown Development Authority  
City of Portland 

 Held on Thursday, February 16, 2017 
In Council Chambers at City Hall 

 
Members Present:  Barnes, Antaya, Gorman, Blastic, VanSlambrouck, Urie 
 
Members Absent:  Dumas, Grimminck, Clement 
 
Staff:  DDA/Main Street Transitional Coordination Director Briggs, City Clerk Miller, Finance 
Officer Kinde 
 
Guests:  Mike Judd  
 
Vice Chair Antaya called the meeting to order at 3:35 P.M.  
 
Motion by Barnes, supported by Blastic, to excuse the absences of Chair Dumas and Member 
Grimminck. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
 
Motion by Urie, supported by Gorman, to excuse the absence of Mayor Barnes from the January 
19, 2017 DDA meeting. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
 
Motion by Barnes, supported by VanSlambrouck, to approve the agenda as presented. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
 
Motion by Barnes, supported by VanSlambrouck, to approve the minutes of the January 19, 2017 
meeting as presented. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
 
Motion by Urie, supported by VanSlambrouck, to approve the minutes of the February 1, 2017 
special meeting as presented. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
 
Motion by Urie, supported by VanSlambrouck, to approve the minutes for the February 1, 2017 
Closed session as presented. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
 
Motion by Barnes, supported by VanSlambrouck, to approve the Treasurer’s Report as 
presented. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
 
Under the Chair’s Report, Vice Chair Dumas provided information regarding communications 
from Clark Hill PLC regarding Shelley Perry. 
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Under Old Business, DDA/Main Street Transitional Coordination Director Briggs distributed two 
copies of the Conflict of Interest Policy to each board member. One for each member to keep and 
one to sign and return to Director Briggs. 
 
Director Briggs submitted the minutes of the October 15, 2015 DDA meeting that states during 
the 3rd quarter budget review, that then Director Perry asked how the $11,000 difference budgeted 
for pension between eligible amounts for former Director Reagan and herself should be allocated. 
At that time the DDA Board decided to have the funds revert to the DDA’s fund balance. These 
are the funds to which Ms. Perry recently alleged she was entitled.  
 
Under Brief Discussion, Director Briggs stated that the Block Party to be held on May 20, 2017 
and an event committee will be a joint effort between all Main Street committees and other 
community organizations. 
 
There was discussion about the integration of the committees’ work plans. 
 
There was discussion about event planning and organization. 
 
Member Urie suggested naming specifically what the profits from events will be allocated to. 
 
There was discussion. 
 
Under New Business, Director Briggs presented the proposed Fiscal Year 2017/2018 DDA Budget 
for review and discussion. She proposed realignment with the 2014 DDA Plan and the City’s 
Master Plan to ensure implementation and funding of both of the plans’ ongoing priorities. 
 
City Finance Officer Kinde assisted Director Briggs in the presentation of the Budget. 
 
There was discussion of the budget. 
 
There was discussion regarding the administrative burden on the DDA and the possibility that the 
DDA/Main Street Director should be an employee of the City and serve at the pleasure of the 
Board. 
 
Finance Officer Kinde and Director Briggs stated that they are looking for input from the Board 
on the direction they would like the budget to take or specific items they’d like to see included. 
 
The Board concurred that Finance Officer Kinde and Director Briggs should generate the budget 
document based on what they have already started. The budget can be adjusted as needed once a 
new Director is hired. 
 
Under Action Item, Director Briggs stated that the Design Committee has made a request to open 
the process for Sign Grants, Façade Grants and adding Awning Grants during the month of March. 
 
Motion by Barnes, supported by Gorman to open the process for Sign Grants, Façade Grants and 
Awning Grants. 
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All in favor. Adopted. 
Director Briggs stated that the Organization & Finance Committee met last night and discussed 
starting the planning process for Beerfest. 
 
Mayor Barnes stated that Beerfest has had some success the past couple of years. The O&F 
Committee would like to start marketing the event early but wanted to first get approval from the 
DDA to start the process. 
 
There was discussion. 
 
Blastic left the meeting at 4:50 P.M. 
 
Member Urie stated that she is not in favor, at this point, until a strategy is developed with the 
Refresh program. 
 
There was continued discussion including the possibility of other groups getting involved. 
 
Mayor Barnes stated there is not a quorum present to make a decision. There is still plenty of time 
to make a decision as Beerfest is held in August. 
 
There was continued discussion. 
 
Motion by Barnes, supported by VanSlambrouck, to adjourn the meeting at 5:03 P.M. 
All in favor.  Adopted 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
____________________ 
Kory Blastic, Secretary 



 

PORTLAND WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 

REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2017 
 

 
 

NPDES COMPLIANCE 
 

The City WWTP was in compliance with the NPDES permit limitations for the month of 

February 2017. Complete copies of all discharge Monitoring Reports are on file at the 

WWTP.  

 

OPERATIONS 
 

The WWTP treated 10.3 million gallons and discharged 7.3 million gallons for the 

month of February. The CBOD was 5ppm, the Total Suspended Solids was 4ppm, the 

phosphorus was 0.7ppm, and the fecal coliform was 31 counts/100ml. 

 

With the retirement of Mike Owen, the WWTP has been able to cover the vacancy with 

temporary help provided by Fleis & Vandenbrink. The vacant position was advertised 

and applicants were selected for interviews which will take place in March. 

 

Pleune completed the heating upgrades at the WWTP. What a difference they have made. 

The heating of the polymer process water returned the polymer usage to normal warm 

weather consumption. We are now able to keep the thickener room at a temperature that 

is suitable for storing the drums of polymer. The room has also stayed much drier. The 

heated air handling system now keeps the room warm while providing adequate 

ventilation. The room condensation on the interior walls has also stopped during cold 

weather. 

 

Doug Sherman successfully renewed his CDL license and medical card. 

 

Due to a recent sewer callout on Quarterline St, the WWTP operators used the Cues 

camera to inspect the city sewer main for any problems. A large root mass was found that 

completely blocked the entire diameter of the 8 inch clay tile. An attempt was made to 

cut the roots from the main, but due to the cutter being dull the men were unable to cut 

through the roots. New cutters were immediately ordered. As soon as the cutters arrived, 

a crew was sent out to make another attempt to remove the root mass. The new cutters 

did the trick and they were able to cut through the roots. 

 

Maintenance & Capitol Expenses for February 1, 2017 to February 28, 

2017 
 

      ITEM                  COST 
 

Tom’s Do It Center – Distilled water, fasteners, & fluorescent light bulbs         $    120.51 



North Central Labs – certified thermometer & new CBOD bottles                     $  1299.43 

Polydyne – Polymer for thickener                                                                        $  1741.50 

Dave Ray & Associates – MSA O2 sensor                                                          $    456.46 

Fire Pros – Annual fire extinguisher inspection                                                   $      45.00 

Pleune Service Co. – Partial payment for heating upgrade                                  $13750.00 

                     ________ 

                   Total Monthly Expenses           $  17412.90 

                            Total Spent YTD                        $  59838.54 
 

WASTEWATER COLLECTION SYSTEM ACTIVITY 
 

Sewer Trouble Spots sections cleaned                          2700 

Routine cleaning                                 0 

Sewer call outs due to building services              0 

Sewer call outs due to plugged City main                              2 

New connections to sewer main                               0 

Building Services Televised                       0 

Building Services Inspected                                0 

City Main Televised                             165 feet 

 

SEWER CALLOUTS 
 

February 5, 2017 

 

A call was received from a homeowner on Quarterline St. by The WWTP at 10:30AM 

that they had sewage backing up in their basement through a floor drain. The DPW 

standby person was called in to assist on the Vactor truck. The workers found that the 

main was obstructed and was backed up in a manhole. They were able to clear the 

blockage to relieve the backup. The WWTP operator then rinsed down the basement floor 

and disinfected it by mopping with a mixture of bleach and water. A crew returned to the 

site the following day to inspect the city main with the Cues camera. ^% feet from the 

manhole a large root mass was found that completely blocked the full diameter of the 8 

inch clay tile. They returned with the Vactor truck and attempted to use the root cutter to 

remove the roots but were unable to due to the cutter being dull. A new cutter was 

immediately ordered. The crew returned again on the 21st of February and was successful 

in cutting thru the root mass.  

 

February 17, 2017 

 

A passerby contacted the DPW to report that they had observed sewage seeping out from 

a manhole cover in the parking lot behind Burger King. The WWTP received the call 

from the DPW at 12:05pm letting us know about the backup. A crew was immediately 

dispatched to the site with the Vactor truck and was successful in clearing the blockage. 

Since this was considered a Sanitary Sewer Overflow (SSO), The MDEQ, the Ionia 

County Health Department and the Sentinel Standard were immediately notified of the 

incident. All permit required reporting of the incident was completed. 

 



 

Respectively Submitted, 

 

Doug Sherman 

WWTP Superintendent 

 
 



IONIA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

March 14, 2017 - 3:00 p.m.
Commissioners’ Meeting Room – Courthouse – 3rd Floor

AGENDA

I. Call to Order

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Invocation

IV. Approval of Agenda
A. Consideration of additional items

V. Public Comment
(3 minute time limit per speaker – please state name/organization)

VI. Action on Consent Calendar
A. Approve minutes of the previous meeting(s)

VII. Unfinished Business
A.

VIII. New Business
A. Public Hearing – DNR Grant Application – Rail Trail
B. Resolution To Submit a Recreation Grant Application
C. Household Hazardous Waste Disposal Agreement Extension
D. Presentation from Construction Manager of Court Project Bid Tally
E. Request for signature on 2017 Contract Amendment with AAAWM
F. Budget Amendments

1. Commission on Aging
2. Circuit Court Swift & Sure Sanctions Probation Program
3. Circuit Court Hybrid DWI/Drug Court Grant
4. Sheriff’s Office – Medical Marijuana Operation & Oversight Grant

G. Revised Intergovernmental Agreement with Barry County Central Dispatch
H. Agreement for Sheriff’s Office Services with Village of Clarksville
I. Acknowledgement of Applications for Appointment

1. Community Mental Health Services Board
2. Commission on Aging Board

J.



IX. Reports of Officers, Boards, and Standing Committees
A. Chairperson
B. County Administrator

X. Reports of Special or Ad Hoc Committees

XI. Public Comment (3 minute time limit per speaker)

XII. Closed Session
A. Regarding negotiations and litigation settlement strategy

XIII. Adjournment

Board and/or Commission Vacancies
 Board of Public Works – One three-year term expiring January 2018.
 Commission on Aging Board – One three-year term expiring September 2017.
 Community Mental Health Services Board – One three-year term, expiring March 2017.

This position serves as a Consumer Representative.
 Construction Board of Appeals – Two two-year terms, expiring October 2017. One of

these positions serves as an alternate member.
 Economic Development Corporation/Brownfield Redevelopment Authority – One three

year term, expiring April 2018.
 West Michigan Regional Planning Commission – Two one-year terms, expiring December

2017.

Appointments for consideration in the month of April 2017:
 Economic Development Corporation/Brownfield Redevelopment Authority – Three three-year

terms.
 Land Bank Authority – One three-year term.

Appointments for consideration in the month of May 2017: None



IONIA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Committee-of-the-Whole

March 21, 2017 - 3:00 p.m.
Commissioners’ Meeting Room – Courthouse – 3rd Floor

AGENDA

I. Call to Order

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Invocation

IV. Approval of Agenda
A. Consideration of additional items

V. Public Comment
(3 minute time limit per speaker – please state name/organization)

VI. Unfinished Business
A.

VII. New Business
A. West Michigan Regional Planning Commission – Annual Report - Dave Bee,

Director
B. Departmental Reports

1. Emergency Management
2. MSU Extension

C. Discussion: Orientation Process for Appointed Committee Members
D.

VIII. Reports of Officers, Board and Standing Committees
A. Chairperson
B. Commissioners
C. County Administrator

IX. Reports of Special or Ad Hoc Committees

X. Closed Session

XI. Adjournment
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