
City Council Minutes – March 20, 2017
City of Portland
Portland, Michigan
Minutes of the City Council Meeting
Held on Monday, March 20, 2017
In Council Chambers at City Hall

Present:  Mayor Barnes, Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck, Council Members Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, and Johnston; City Manager Gorman; City Clerk Miller; Police Chief Kirk; DDA/Main Street Transitional Coordination Director Briggs

Guests: Portland Area Fire Authority Chief Baker; Delores Frazee; Tina Conner Wellman & Family; Kathy Parsons; Mike Judd; Karen Bota of the Sentinel Standard

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Barnes with the Pledge of Allegiance led by Tina Conner Wellman.

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Baldyga, to approve the Proposed Agenda as presented.
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Barnes 
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

Under Public Comment, Delores Frazee, resident at 339 Pleasant St., addressed the Council in regard to the proposed implementation of curb side recycling. She stated her understanding that when the City entered the franchise agreement with Granger for Portland’s trash service one of the reasons was to reduce the number of large trucks on the road. Curbside recycling was not added at that time for the same reason. She stated her feeling that the City is going to do what it decided not to do years ago and is trying to trick the residents.

Mayor Barnes stated there were other factors involved in the decision. At the time there were 2 to 3 companies offering trash service in the City of Portland. By having one company provide refuse service in the City of Portland it allowed the negotiation of much better pricing, better control of schedules and the condition of the trucks in service. He further thanked Mrs. Frazee for her comments.

Council Member Fitzsimmons confirmed there would be two separate trucks for trash service and curb side recycling.

Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck stated that DPW crews are constantly having to spend time cleaning up trash and pollution at the recycling site.

Mayor Barnes stated that the City is not trying to “trick” or the “pull the wool over anyone’s eyes”. The implementation of curbside recycling would greatly reduce the traffic flow to the DPW.

There was continued discussion.

Fire Chief Baker stated that the Fire Department was able to purchase new thermal imaging cameras that are built into the equipment mask. This purchase was made possible with budgeted funds along with donations from Portland Products, Bader & Sons, Homeworks Tri County, and Portland Federal Credit Union.

Mayor Barnes thanked Chief Baker for hosting the recent disaster training.

Under City Manager Report, City Manager Gorman proudly reported that “Portland proper” was not affected by power outages due to the wind storm on March 8, 2017. There was an historic number of power outages throughout Michigan.

The Planning Commission will meet on March 22, 2017 to consider the Special Land Use Application and site plan for ConfluxCity Brewing Company as well as reconsider the site plan for McDonald’s.

The EDC met on February 27, 2017 and recommended, giving the City Manager discretion to make nonmaterial changes to the Sparrow documents including the purchase agreement and the restrictive covenant. The documents are with the Sparrow committee. When the City receives them they will be submitted to Council for consideration.

City Manager Gorman stated that we was contacted by representatives of Mayberry Homes. They would like to move forward with Phase II of Rindlehaven.

The Grand River Water Trail Spring Forum will be held on April 13, 2017 in Cascade Township. City Manager Gorman will participate in a panel discussion regarding sewer overflows.

City Manager Gorman further reported that the City is currently engaged in the administrative process of the DNR Acquisition Grant. This process involves the need for an environmental assessment of the property. Fleis & VandenBrink has been contacted to complete a Phase I assessment which take place very soon.

City Manager Gorman reported that Police Chief Kirk has returned from his leave of absence. He further thanked Sergeant Thomas for stepping in when needed.

Under continued Public Comment, Tina Conner Wellman, who was recently selected by the DDA Board as the new DDA/Main Street Director, introduced herself and provided her background to the Council. She stated that she is very excited and honored to have been selected for the position.

Under Presentations, DDA/Main Street Transitional Coordination Director Briggs presented the DDA/Main Street Report. At its meeting March 16, 2017, the DDA approved the Fiscal Year 2017/2018 Budget which includes the continuation of the Main Street program and the hiring of a new director. Two interviews were also held for the director position and the board unanimously decided that an offer should be extended to Tina Conner Wellman, which she has accepted. The Block Party will be held Saturday, May 20, 2017 and will include many fun-filled, family activities. The Main Street program will hold their Refresh Training this week on March 22 and 23, 2017.

Mayor Barnes presented the National Historic Preservation Proclamation proclaiming May 2017 as National Historic Preservation Month in Portland.

Under New Business, the Council considered Resolution 17-20 to approve the recommendation from the DDA Board to hire Tina Conner Wellman as the DDA/Main Street Director. 

Motion by Baldyga, supported by Johnston, to approve Resolution 17-20 approving the recommendation from the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) Board to hire Tina Conner Wellman as the DDA/Main Street Director.
  Yeas:  Baldyga, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

The Council considered Resolution 17-21 to approve a Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) Passport Grant Application to be submitted by the Parks Department for the construction of a canoe/kayak launch at Thompson Field. The project will consist of a universally accessible canoe/kayak launch, river trail maintenance and other necessary improvements to Thompson Field. The total project is anticipated to cost $100,000 with the DNR portion being up to $75,000 and a 25% local match not to exceed $25,000 from the General Fund.

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Baldyga, to approve Resolution 17-21 approving a Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) Passport Grant Application submitted by the Parks Department for the construction of a canoe/kayak launch at Thompson Field.
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Baldyga, Fitzsimmons, Johnston, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Council considered Resolution 17-22 to approve a proposal from Fleis & VandenBrink to apply for funding through the Local Bridge Program administered by the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) on behalf of the City at a cost of $600.00. Bridge inspections conducted in 2015 and 2016 on the three vehicular bridges in Portland concluded that repairs and maintenance of the Bridge Street and Grand River Avenue bridges; and eventual replacement of the Divine Highway bridge are necessary. Through the Local Bridge Program MDOT provides funds for 95% of the construction costs, with the local agency responsible for a 5% match and engineering costs. 

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Baldyga, to approve Resolution 17-22 approving Fleis & VandenBrink’s proposal to apply for funding through the Local Bridge Program administered by the Michigan Department of Transportation.
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

The Council considered Resolutions 17-23, 17-24, and 17-25 to approve the submittal of applications for Local Bridge Program funds for replacement or preventative maintenance of the three vehicular bridges in Portland. The Michigan State Legislature and the U.S. Congress have appropriated funds for these purposes. The Divine Highway Bridge over the Looking Glass River is deteriorated and in need of replacement. The Bridge Street Bridge over the Grand River is deteriorated and in need of maintenance. The Grand River Avenue Bridge over the Grand River is also deteriorated and in need of maintenance.

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Johnston, to approve Resolution 17-23 approving the submittal of an application for Local Bridge Program funds for replacement of the Divine Highway Bridge over the Looking Glass River.
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

Motion by Baldyga, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve Resolution 17-24 approving the submittal of an application for Local Bridge Program funds for preventative maintenance of the Bridge Street Bridge over the Grand River.
  Yeas:  Baldyga, Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

Motion by Baldyga, supported by Johnston, to approve Resolution 17-25 approving the submittal of an application for Local Bridge Program funds for preventative maintenance of the Grand River Avenue Bridge over the Grand River.
  Yeas:  Baldyga, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

The Council considered Resolution 17-26 to approve the Fiscal Year 2017-2018 Budget for the Portland Area Fire Authority. City staff reviewed the proposed budget and the funding formula governing the percentage of budget funded by each entity. The proposed budget is $120,306.46 and is approximately 9.4% higher than last year’s budget.

Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck stated that the Fire Department has made significant upgrades to the department with the purchases of new vehicle, turn out gear, and cameras. The department is doing well and going strong.

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve Resolution 17-26 approving a budget for Fiscal Year 2017-2018 for the Portland Area Fire Authority.
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, Johnston, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

The Council considered Resolution 17-27 to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Mike Judd to the Board of Review with a term to expire December 2019.

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Baldyga, to approve Resolution 17-27 confirming the Mayor’s appointment to City Boards and Commissions.
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Baldyga, Fitzsimmons, Johnston, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by VanSlambrouck, to approve the Consent Agenda which includes the Minutes and Synopsis from the Regular City Council Meeting held on March 6, 2017, payment of invoices in the amount of $105,425.15 and payroll in the amount of $133,106.77 for a total of $238,531.92. There were no purchase orders over $5,000.00.
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Baldyga, Johnston, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

Under City Manager Comments, City Manager Gorman informed residents that the Annual Cleanup Day will be held Saturday, May 6, 2017 from 7:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. at the Department of Public Works. This year each household will be limited to one pickup/trailer load in order to ensure that all residents can participate. Both Portland and Danby Township Supervisors support this change. The Hazardous Waste Cleanup will also be held Saturday, May 6, 2017 from 8:00 A.M. to Noon on the east side of the Fire Department.

Under Council Comments, Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck stated that he will be attending the MML Conference in Lansing this week. He is looking forward to getting updates on revenue sharing, the new gas tax and vehicle registrations.

Motion by Baldyga, supported by Fitzsimmons, to adjourn the regular meeting.
  Yeas:  Baldyga, Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,


_________________________
James E. Barnes, Mayor


_________________________
Monique I. Miller, City Clerk  
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