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Portland, Michigan
Minutes of the City Council Meeting
Held on Monday, October 16, 2017
In Council Chambers at City Hall

Present:  Mayor Barnes, Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck, Council Members Fitzsimmons and Baldyga; City Manager Gorman; City Clerk Miller; Police Sergeant Thomas

Absent:  Council Member Johnston

Guests: Dan Paquet of The WODA Group

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Barnes with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Baldyga, to approve the Proposed Agenda as presented.
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Baldyga, Fitzsimmons, Barnes 
  Nays:  None
  Absent:  Johnston
  Adopted

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by VanSlambrouck, to excuse the absence of Council Member Johnston.
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Baldyga, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Absent:  Johnston
  Adopted

Under City Manager Report, City Manager Gorman reported the James Street Improvement Project is moving along well. The water and sanitary sewer mains are 100% complete and construction of the road bed should begin this week.

The SAW Grant process continues to move forward. The contractual documents are being prepared for the DEQ. Data will be collected over the winter and field work will take place this spring.

The City should be notified sometime in November whether funding will be awarded for the Divine Hwy. Bridge Replacement Project. If the City receives funding for the project, the project will not take place for 3 years so there will be time to plan additional funds etc.

City Manager Gorman further reported that the Two Rivers Park and DNR Acquisition Grant is still underway and will hopefully conclude by the end of the year. Another BEA (baseline environmental assessment) will be conducted.

The Planning Commission will meet next month and will begin consideration of the Land Division Act and how to handle the construction of the road for Sparrow’s development and future development of the 58 acres at Grand River Ave. and Cutler Rd. 

The Safe Routes to School Project assessment is underway. A walking audit of St. Patrick’s school will be conducted on October 18, 2017 and at Oakwood Elementary School on October 23, 2017.

The new cross walk was installed for the River Trail crossing on Grand River Ave. near the intersection at Cutler Rd. Its installation has been well received and it is already in use.

City Manager Gorman noted that the Scout Park Project is nearly complete and thanked DDA/Main Street Director Conner Wellman, the DDA Board and the Main Street Design Team. The park has been cleaned up, a new walkway and trees have been installed. The area looks much more aesthetically pleasing and it will be easier to remove snow this winter.

The Parks and Recreation Master Plan process began last week with a meeting of the stakeholders; the City Council, Parks and Recreation Board, Planning Commission and DDA members. A survey will be distributed to the community this week. Distribution will include residents of Portland and Danby Township as well.

Mayor Barnes encouraged all residents of the community to take the survey.

Council Member Baldyga asked for clarification of the BEA in terms of the ADM property.

City Manager Gorman explained that the Two Rivers Park and DNR Acquisition Grant involves the property at Two Rivers Park currently owned by the condo association. This has been a long process and a new environmental study of the property is required because the previously supplied study has expired. The Brownfield Redevelopment Grant involves the property owned by ADM Alliance Nutrition at Grand River Ave. and Divine Hwy. where the silos were taken down.  ADM has previously offered to donate this property to the City; now that funds are available to the City through the Brownfield Redevelopment Grant, discussions have resumed regarding the City taking this property. These properties could affect the Divine Hwy. Bridge Replacement Project as the trajectory of the bridge could be changed.

Under Presentations, Dan Paquet of the WODA Group presented an update on the Portland School Apartments; formerly Old School Manor. The project is expected to be completed by the end of November or early December. He is not involved in the rental aspect of the project but he thinks there are enough people on the waiting list to fill the 29 units when it opens.

Under New Business, the second reading and consideration of Ordinance 196A to amend Chapter 2 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Portland, Michigan, to provide for recovery costs for emergency response services was held.

City Manager Gorman stated there was a need to address issues associated with the recovery of costs incurred for emergency response services that are beyond the scope of the Portland Area Fire Authority.

Motion by Baldyga, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve Ordinance 196A to amend Chapter 2 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Portland, Michigan, to provide for recovery costs for emergency response services.
  Yeas:  Baldyga, Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Absent:  Johnston
  Adopted

The Council considered Resolution 17-87 to approve a Joint Memorandum of Understanding with the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) for their Redevelopment Ready Communities (RRC) program. The RRC is a program that provides for technical assistance and certifies Michigan communities who actively engage stakeholders and plan deliberate, fair and consistent processes. The City of Portland has completed the required steps to become officially “engaged” in the RRC program.

There was discussion regarding the benefits and potential funding that may be available as a part of engagement with the RRC program.

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Baldyga, to approve Resolution 17-87 approving the Joint Memorandum of Understanding between the Michigan Economic Development Corporation and the City of Portland and approving, authorizing, and directing the Mayor to sign same.
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Baldyga, Fitzsimmons, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Absent:  Johnston
  Adopted

The Council considered Resolution 17-88 to change the Charter regarding the date for filing election petitions. The City of Portland Charter states that nominating petitions for City Council be filed with the City Clerk on the 49th day preceding each election. To be in compliance with State Election Laws the City is required to change its Charter regarding the filing date of nominating petitions for the regular city election which should be 15 weeks prior to the November General Election.

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by VanSlambrouck, to approve Resolution 17-88 to change the Charter regarding the date for filing election petitions.
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Baldyga, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Absent:  Johnston
  Adopted

Motion by Baldyga, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve the Consent Agenda which includes the Minutes and Synopsis from the Regular City Council Meeting held on October 2, 2017, payment of invoices in the amount of $419,943.60 and payroll in the amount of $114,744.41 for a total of $534,688.01. There were no purchase orders over $5,000.00.
  Yeas:  Baldyga, Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Absent:  Johnston
  Adopted

Under City Manager Comments, City Manager Gorman noted that the Friends of the Red Mill will host the 3rd Annual Haunted Mill on October 20th, 21st, 28th and 29th. The cost is $5.00 per person.

Under Council Comments, Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck reminded everyone that the Stuff the Bus event will be held through October 20, 2017 at 2:00 P.M. The distribution of coats and winter accessories will be held Saturday, October 21, 2017.

Council Member Baldyga thanked the residents of the community for their donations.

Mayor Barnes noted that the Portland Area Fire Authority held their open house last week. It was a very impressive display of equipment and expertise. He further noted his appreciation for all of the emergency response personnel.

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Baldyga, to adjourn the regular meeting.
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, VanSlambrouck, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Absent:  Johnston
  Adopted

Meeting adjourned at 7:46 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,


_________________________
James E. Barnes, Mayor


_________________________
Monique I. Miller, City Clerk  
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