

Planning Commission Minutes
August 9, 2017

Minutes of the Planning Commission 
Of the City of Portland
Held on Wednesday, August 9, 2017 at 7:00 P.M.
In Council Chambers at City Hall

Portland Planning Commission Members Present: Grapentien, Fitzsimmons, Williamson, Hinds, Roeser

Absent: Kmetz, Culp

Staff:  City Manager Gorman; City Clerk Miller; Zoning Officer Gensterblum

Guests: Doug Logel Jr. 

City Clerk Miller called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

City Clerk Miller opened the floor for nominations for Chair.

Member Williamson nominated Member Grapentien for Chair.
Member Grapentien nominated Member Fitzsimmons for Chair.
There were no other nominations.

City Clerk Miller closed the nominations for Chair.

City Clerk Miller held the vote for Grapentien as Chair.
All in favor. Member Grapentien was named Chair.

Chair Grapentien opened the floor for nominations for Vice Chair.

Chair Grapentien nominated Member Fitzsimmons as Vice Chair.
There were no other nominations.

Chair Grapentien closed the nominations for Vice Chair.

City Clerk Miller held the vote for Member Fitzsimmons as Vice Chair.
All in favor. Member Fitzsimmons was named Vice Chair.

Chair Grapentien opened the floor for nominations as Secretary.

Vice Chair Fitzsimmons nominated Member Williamson as Secretary.
There were no other nominations.

Chair Grapentien closed the nominations for Secretary.

City Clerk Miller held the vote for Member Williamson as Secretary.
All in favor. Member Williamson was named Secretary.

There was no public comment.

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Williamson, to approve the Agenda as presented.
All in favor. Approved.

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Williamson, to approve the minutes of the March 22, 2017 regular meeting as presented.
All in favor. Approved.

Under New Business, City Manager Gorman presented the request for a Site Plan Review from Grand Hearing Center to remodel the old Portland Federal Credit Union drive thru located at 1220 E. Bridge St. into an appealing medical office building. He noted that Mr. Logel does plan to provide a formal site plan.

City Manager Gorman welcomed Mr. Roeser to the board and thanked Julie Clement for her many years of service to the Planning Commission.

Mr. Logel stated that he plans for the main entrance would be off from Charlotte Hwy. He plans to close the Bridge St. drive, remove the concrete on that side of the building and plant grass. He has received approval from the City Assessor and Ionia County to change the address of the building to 226 Charlotte Hwy.

City Manager Gorman noted that this property is located in the C-2 District and the proposed use is permitted. The side setback requirement is 50’. The side setback is currently 42’. As there will be no change to the foot print of the structure it is preexisting nonconforming so no variance is required. The rear setback requirement is easily met and sufficient parking will be provided.

There was discussion including that of the 25% window requirement.

Chair Grapentien inquired if there are any plans to make a distinction between the parking lot and the sidewalk along Charlotte Hwy. They are currently one continuous surface. Although not required, he suggested it may be a good idea for safety purposes.

There was discussion.

City Manager Gorman stated that the Consumers Energy substation that is on the corner of Bridge St. and Grand River Ave. is in rough shape. He has requested they clean up the property and they have begun the process. 

Secretary Williamson stated that he this will be an excellent addition to the community.

City Manager Gorman noted that a formal site plan is not required if there is not a change to the footprint of the building but he recommends that one be submitted.

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Williamson, to approve the site plan for the Grand Hearing Center to remodel the Portland Federal Credit Union drive thru located at 1220 E. Bridge St. into an appealing medical office building with the stipulation that a formal site plan will be submitted to City Staff.
All in favor. Approved.

Mr. Logel expects to begin construction the 1st week of September. He hopes to close within the next couple of weeks.

There was discussion of updates to the Code of Ordinances.

The Planning Commission determined that a “top ten list” of proposed zoning ordinance updates should be compiled. Examples of items that should be addressed are:
· Revise the design standards for windows in commercial districts
· Clarify standards for curb cuts (MDOT)
· Allow commercial uses in Industrial districts
· Storage of recreation vehicles (campers)

City Manager Gorman provided development updates.

The McDonald’s reconstruction project is going well. They will be proceeding with the process to combine the two lots. They have agreed to the City’s request to install a monument sign in place of the pole sign that was removed. City Manager Gorman presented a picture of the sign that will be installed. He further explained that the C-3 District permits highway signs within a certain radius of the I-96. The McDonalds highway sign falls outside that radius. Since their sign was in place when the ordinance was put it in place it meets the preexisting nonconforming requirement. However, the sunset clause in the Sign Ordinance will expire in August 2018. This will be an issue that will need to be addressed. The Planning Commission will need to consider what the goal is and should make a recommendation on the issue.

City Manager Gorman addressed the questions that have arisen over the fill dirt that Bill’s Party Store has been hauling in. They sought and were granted approval from the City in 2006. Fleis & VandenBrink has looked at the property and advised there is no effect to the wetlands or surrounding area. 

Vice Chair Fitzsimmons suggested looking at the slope required by the Code to prevent erosion.

City Manager Gorman advised that the due diligence phase of the purchase agreement with Sparrow is underway. It was discovered that Consumers Energy holds easements along Cutler Rd. and Grand River Ave. The City has requested the easements be terminated and released. There are no specific building plans for the Sparrow project at this time.

Muffler Man is still moving forward with the redevelopment of the property at 738 E. Grand River Ave. They plan to submit building plans within the next few days.

The ConfluxCity Brewery project continues to progress. They have recently been dealing with DEQ permit issues and had to revise their plan a bit. The sidewalk around the building will know be asphalt rather than concrete and the area beneath the balcony will now be enclosed to accommodate a cooler.

Tim Fuller of Windy Brook Companies has purchased five contiguous buildings on Kent St. including the ones that comprise the Opera House. He has created Opera Block Properties and is very motivated to begin the revitalization of the properties. He has very impressive designs.

City Manager Gorman stated that the implementation of curbside recycling will include the elimination of the recycling center at the DPW. The townships are working with Granger to develop a new recycling center on Brian Wohlscheid’s property just off from Lyons Rd. past THK. This property does not belong to the City but the City does own the trail that is adjacent. Mr. Wohlscheid is requested access to his property off from Lyons Rd. (whether the recycling center is located on his property or not) which would cause another crossing of the River Trail. City Manager Gorman is asking for thoughts and recommendations from the Planning Commission and Parks & Recreation Board.

There was discussion.

Chair Grapentien commented that the purpose of the River Trail is to have limited road crossings.

City Manager Gorman stated that he will check with the City engineers for their recommendation as well.

City Manager Gorman presented preliminary plans developed by St. Patricks to build a field house at Father Flohe Field near Grove St. They have acquired the property that was formerly owned by the Ionia County Road Commission. He further explained the challenges the City is working through with them.

There was discussion.

City Manager Gorman provided an update regarding ongoing code enforcement issues.

Under Comments, Chair Grapentien commented that he has heard from individuals that have been told “no” on potential developments. When he has reviewed the decision the analysis by City Staff has been spot on.

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Williamson, to adjourn the meeting at 8:32 P.M.
All in favor.  Approved.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Respectfully submitted,

________________________
Jason Williamson, Secretary	
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