
 
 

PROPOSED AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

7:00 P.M. Monday, November 20, 2017 

City Council Chambers 

City Hall, 259 Kent St., Portland Michigan 
 

I. Call to Order 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Oath of Office – Clerk Swear in Council Members 

A. Election of Mayor 

B. Election of Mayor Pro-Tem 
 

IV. Acceptance of Agenda  

V. Public Comment (5-minute time limit per speaker) 

VI. City Manager Report  

VII. Presentations  

A. Life Saving Award – Logan McDaniels 
 

VIII. Public Hearing(s) – None  

IX. Old Business – None  

X. New Business  

A. Proposed Resolution 17-94 Approving a SAW Grant Agreement and 

Authorizing the City Manager to Sign Same 

B. Proposed Resolution 17-95 Approving the Uniform Transfer  

Provision for the MERS Defined Benefit Retirement Plan 

C. Proposed Resolution 17-96 Approving a Contract Amendment to the 

Proposal from Fleis & VandenBrink to Provide Design Engineering  

for the Roadway Related to the Development of the Cutler Rd  

Property 

D. Proposed Resolution 17-97 Approving the Purchase of a Street Scout 

Speed Trailer for the Portland Police Department 

E. Proposed Resolution 17-98 Approving a Contract with R.C. Systems,  

Inc. for Software Related to the Parks & Recreation Department 
 

XI. Consent Agenda   

A. Minutes & Synopsis from the Regular City Council Meeting 

held on November 6, 2017  
 

 

 

 

Estimated 

Time 
 
 

7:00 PM 
 

7:01 PM 

7:02 PM 

 

 

7:07 PM 

7:10 PM 

 

7:15 PM 

 

 

7:25 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 PM 

 

7:33 PM 

 

7:35 PM 

 

 

 

 

7:38 PM 

 

7:40 PM 

 

 

7:43 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Desired 

Outcome 
 

 

 

 

 

Decision 

Decision 
 

Decision 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decision 

 

Decision 

 

Decision 

 

 

 

 

Decision 

 

Decision 

 

 

Decision 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

B. Payment of Invoices in the Amount of $134,547.18 and Payroll in the 

Amount of $146,321.44 for a Total of $280,868.62 

C. Purchase Orders over $5,000.00 

1. Superior Asphalt Inc. in the amount of $11,925.00 for Mill & Fill 

Repair on West St. 

2. Michigan Wood Fibers in the amount of $13,450.00 for Removal & 

Recycle of the Brush and Compost Piles 
 

         XII. Communications 

A. Board & Commission Application – Ted Alberta 

B. City Council Election Results 

C. Planning Commission Minutes – August 9, 2017 

D. DDA Minutes – October 19, 2017 

E. DDA Treasurer’s Report – November 16, 2017 

F. Police Department Report – October 2017 

G. Wastewater Treatment Plant Report – October 2017 

H. Portland Twp. ZBA Public Notice 

I. Ionia County Board of Commissioners Agenda – November 

14, 2017 

J. Ionia County Board of Commissioners Agenda – November 

21, 2017 

 

XIII. Other Business - None 

 

XIV. City Manager Comments  

 

XV.  Council Comments 

 

XVI.  Adjournment 

 

Estimated 

Time 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
7:45 PM 

 

7:50 PM 

 

7:55 PM 

 

8:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Desired 

Outcome 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decision 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PORTLAND AMBULANCE SERVICE 

LIFE SAVING AWARD 

This certificate is presented to 

Logan McDaniels 
For successfully applying education he gained and using it  

to save the life of his grandfather on November 4, 2017 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                     

 ___________________________  _________________________   ____________________________          

Phil Gensterblum, Ambulance Director              James E. Barnes, Mayor      S. Tutt Gorman, City Manager 

                    





PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

Ionia County, Michigan 

 

Council Member _________, supported by Council Member ___________, made a motion to adopt the 

following resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 17-94 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A SAW GRANT AGREEMENT AND AUTHORIZING 

THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN SAME  

WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) is administering a 

Stormwater Asset Management, and Wastewater Asset Management (SAW) grant and loan program, 

which provides grants for costs associated with the following: 

• Planning and design of sewage collection and treatment projects 

• Development of asset management plans for sanitary and stormwater systems 

• Development of stormwater plans 

• Pilot testing of innovative projects; and        

 

WHEREAS, SAW grants are available for up to $2 million per municipality with a 10% local match on 

the first $1 million, and a 25% local match on the second $1 million. Grants cover only planning and 

design activities and may be used for payment of consultants or contractors, or to pay for City personnel 

and expenses directly related to the work; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Portland previously applied for the SAW grant and was recently notified that it 

was approved for funding in the amount of $764,849.00 with a match of $25,851.00; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City has received the SAW Grant Agreement, attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The City Council approves the SAW Grant Agreement, attached hereto as Exhibit A, and 

authorizes the City Manager to sign same.   

 

2. All resolutions and parts of resolution are, to the extent of any conflict with this resolution, 

rescinded. 

 

Ayes:   

Nays:  

Absent:  

Abstain:  

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

Dated:  November 20, 2017   

      

         ________________________ 

         Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 























PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

Ionia County, Michigan 
 

Council Member   , supported by Council Member   , made a motion to 

adopt the following resolution: 
 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 17-95 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE UNIFORM TRANSFER PROVISION FOR THE 

MERS DEFINED BENEFIT RETIREMENT PLAN 
 

WHEREAS, the City has a Defined Benefit (DB) Plan with three divisions through the MERS 

(Municipal Employees’ Retirement System); and  

 

WHEREAS, current employees that are promoted from union positions to management 

positions cannot transfer from the union division of the DB Plan to the nonunion division 

without Council approval because the plans are closed; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City Manager recently appointed Star Thomas as Chief of Police, a nonunion 

position, city staff recommend that City Council approve the MERS Uniform Transfer Provision, 

attached hereto as Exhibit A.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The City Council approves the MERS Uniform Transfer Provision attached hereto as 

Exhibit A, and directs the City Manager to sign same.   

 

2. All resolutions and parts of resolutions are, to the extent of any conflict with this 

resolution, rescinded. 

 

Ayes:   

Nays:   

Absent:  

Abstain:  

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

Dated:  November 20, 2017     

 

 

________________________ 

Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 







 

 

PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

Ionia County, Michigan 

 

Council Member   , supported by Council Member   , made a motion to 

adopt the following resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 17-96 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT AMENDMENT TO THE PROPOSAL 

FROM FLEIS & VANDENBRINK TO PROVIDE DESIGN ENGINEERING FOR THE 

ROADWAY RELATED TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CUTLER RD PROPERTY  

 

WHEREAS, City Council previously approved a proposal from Fleis & VandenBrink for design 

engineering related to the construction of roadway for the Sparrow development in the amount of 

$51,300.00; and  

 

WHEREAS, in light of the likely Sparrow acquisition, it is important that the City properly plan 

for future development of the remaining parcel at Grand River Avenue and Cutler Road, 

contemplating approved zoning uses and the requirements of MCL 560.101, commonly referred 

to as the Land Division Act; and  

 

WHEREAS, Fleis & VandenBrink has submitted an amendment to the above-referenced 

proposal to include services related to the mapping, parcel splits, conceptual design and layout of 

the parcel as provided in the attached Exhibit A.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The Portland City Council approves the proposal from Fleis & VandenBrink for 

mapping, parcel splits, conceptual design and layout in the amount of $7,500.00 and as 

provided in the attached Exhibit A.   

 

2. All resolutions and parts of resolutions are, to the extent of any conflict with this 

resolution, rescinded. 

 

Ayes:  

Nays:   

Absent:   

Abstain:   

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

Dated:  November 20, 2017         

 

            __________________________ 

       Monique I.  Miller, City Clerk 







PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

Ionia County, Michigan 

 

Council Member   , supported by Council Member   , made a motion to 

adopt the following resolution: 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO.  17-97 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PURCHASE OF A STREET SCOUT SPEED 

TRAILER FOR THE PORTLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

WHEREAS, the Portland Police Department (PPD) conducts routine traffic patrols and monitors 

the speed of vehicles throughout the City of Portland; and 

 

WHEREAS, the PPD will often utilize the assistance of a speed trailer that is shared by the 

various communities in Ionia County; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Chief of Police and the City Manager believe it would be beneficial for the 

City to have its own speed trailer for consistent operation and use and are recommending that 

City Council approve the purchase of a Street Scout Speed Trailer in the amount of $5,130.00, a 

copy of a memo from Chief Thomas and quote is attached as Exhibit A.   
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The Portland City Council approves and authorizes the purchase of a Street Scout Speed 

Trailer in the amount of $5,130.00, a copy of a memo from Chief Thomas and quote is 

attached as Exhibit A.   

   

2. All resolutions and parts of resolutions are, to the extent of any conflict with this 

resolution, rescinded. 

 

Ayes:   

Nays:   

Absent:   

Abstain:   

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

Dated: November 20, 2017 

 

        ________________________ 

        Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 





























 

 

PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

Ionia County, Michigan 

 

Council Member   , supported by Council Member   , made a motion to 

adopt the following resolution: 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 17-98 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT WITH R.C. SYSTEMS INC. FOR 

SOFTWARE RELATED TO THE PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Portland’s Recreation Department is seeking to update its processes for 

the administration of its recreation programs that will be more efficient for participants and 

administrators; and 

  

WHEREAS, the Parks & Recreation Director has researched this matter and recommends that 

City Council approve a 5-year contract with R.C. Systems, Inc. in the amount of $16,700.00 for 

software and support for the Recreation Department, a copy of a memo from the Parks & 

Recreation Director and contract is attached as Exhibit A.   

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The Portland City Council approves the 5-year contract with R.C. Systems, Inc. in the 

amount of $16,700.00 for software and support for the Recreation Department, a copy of 

a memo from the Parks & Recreation Director and contract is attached as Exhibit A.   

 

2. All resolutions and parts of resolutions are, to the extent of any conflict with this 

resolution, rescinded. 

 

Ayes:   

Nays:  

Absent:   

Abstain:  

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

Dated:  November 20, 2017         

 

            __________________________ 

       Monique I.  Miller, City Clerk 
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City of Portland 
Portland, Michigan 

Minutes of the City Council Meeting 

Held on Monday, November 6, 2017 

In Council Chambers at City Hall 

 

Present:  Mayor Barnes, Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck, Council Members Fitzsimmons, Baldyga and 

Johnston; City Manager Gorman; City Clerk Miller; Police Chief Thomas; DDA/Main Street Director 

Conner Wellman 

 

Guests: Cortney Smith with St. Patrick School 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Barnes with the Pledge of Allegiance led by 

Cortney Smith. 

 

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Baldyga, to approve the Proposed Agenda as presented. 

  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Baldyga, Fitzsimmons, Johnston, Barnes  

  Nays:  None 

  Adopted 

 

Under City Manager Report, City Manager Gorman reported that after an extensive hiring process Sgt. 

Star Thomas has been appointed Chief of Police. He is excited about the change. 

 

Chief Thomas addressed the Council and thanked City Manager Gorman for the opportunity to lead the 

Police Department. She stated her hope that she makes everyone proud. 

 

City Manager Gorman stated the City is exploring options for a new Police Department. 

 

The required documents for the DEQ Brownfield Development Grant were submitted last week. 

Discussions with ADM Alliance Nutrition have resumed for renewal of the donation agreement for the 

property at Grand River Ave. and Divine Hwy. 

 

The City should be notified later this month whether funding will be awarded for the Divine Hwy. Bridge 

Replacement Project. If the City receives funding for the project, the project will not take place for 3 years 

so there will be time to plan additional funds etc. 

 

If all aspects of planning come together, the Divine Hwy. Bridge will be reconstructed with a new 

trajectory across the Looking Glass River. This would allow the current bridge to remain open during 

construction and would eliminate the need for a lengthy detour. 

 

The Planning Commission will meet Wednesday, November 8, 2017 and will begin consideration of the 

Land Division Act and how to handle the construction of the road for Sparrow’s development and future 

development of the 58 acres at Grand River Ave. and Cutler Rd. They will also discuss potential updates 

to the Zoning Ordinance and the “Sunset Clause” (Section 28-8 (e)) in the Sign Ordinance. 
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The survey for the Parks and Recreation Master Plan process is well underway. The survey will close on 

November 9, 2017. When the last survey was done there were 230 respondents, there have been 420 

respondents to date on the current survey. The next step in the process will be to hold a Public Hearing. 

 

City Manager Gorman stated that he will be meeting with representatives of Granger Container on 

November 14, 2017 to discuss recycling options for commercial customers in the City of Portland. 

 

Under Presentations, DDA/Main Street Director Conner Wellman reported that the new website, which 

includes a community calendar, has been launched and has been well received. A workshop for property 

owners was presented with the RRC Community Assistance Team, MI Grant Administrators, and 

Michigan Main Street Design Team on Friday, October 27, 2017 that was attended by 22 individuals, 4 

from neighboring communities.  

 

Director Conner Wellman thanked the DPW for their assistance in the cleanup of Scout Park. She also 

noted that the glass in the Kent Street clock has been replaced and that the fall décor in the Downtown 

has been extremely well received. 

 

The Volunteer Appreciation Event will be held on Thursday, November 9, 2017 at the Escape Room and 

Two Rivers Counseling where food from 8 eateries will be served. Twelve local businesses will be 

represented and there will be 43 attendees. 

 

Under New Business, the Council considered Resolution 17-89 to approve Pay Request No. 2 in the 

amount of $437,955.70 to CL Trucking, Inc. for work completed through October 27, 2017 on the James 

Street Improvement Project. The Engineer on the project has reviewed the pay request and is 

recommending its approval. 

  

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve Resolution 17-89 approving Pay 

Request No. 2 to CL Trucking, Inc. for work done on the James Street Improvement Project. 

  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, Johnston, Barnes  

  Nays:  None 

 Adopted 

 

The Council considered Resolution 17-90 to approve an energy purchase in the amount of $94,608.00 

through the Michigan Public Power Agency to meet a portion of its future load requirements for the 

calendar year 2021. At its regular meeting on October 17, 2017, the Board of Light and Power voted to 

recommend that Council approve the purchase. 

 

Motion by Baldyga, supported by Johnston, to approve Resolution 17-90 approving an energy purchase 

for the Board of Light and Power through the Michigan Public Power Agency. 

  Yeas:  Baldyga, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Barnes 

  Nays:  None 

  Adopted 

 

The Council considered Resolution 17-91 to approve the purchase of a 2018 GMC Sierra 2500HD 

pickup truck for the Department of Public Works (DPW) in the amount of $28,820.75 through the 

MiDeal program. The DPW currently operates a 2010 4WD Ford F-150 with approximately 42,000 miles 

that is in good condition and will be repurposed to the Ambulance Department for meter reading 

activities. The Ambulance Department currently uses a 2006 Ford Crown Victoria with over 130,000 

miles that has fallen into disrepair. 
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Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by VanSlambrouck, to approve Resolution 17-91 approving the 

purchase of a 2018 GMC Sierra 2500HD pickup truck for the Department of Public Works. 

  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Baldyga, Johnston, Barnes 

  Nays:  None 

  Adopted 

 

The Council considered Resolution 17-92 to approve a Traffic Control Order establishing “no parking” 

along the western curb of Union Street between Grand River Ave. and Grove St. During athletic and 

community events at Father Flohe Field, attendees will often park on both sides of Union St. between 

Grand River Ave. and Grove St., thus creating a safety hazard. 

 

City Manager Gorman further explained the parking issues around Father Flohe Field and thanked St. 

Patrick Parish for being a great community partner. 

 

Cortney Smith, of St. Patrick Parish, stated they are in favor of the parking changes. 

 

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Johnston, to approve Resolution 17-92 approving a Traffic 

Control Order establishing “no parking” along the western curb of Union Street between Grand River 

Avenue and Grove Street. 

  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Baldyga, Barnes 

  Nays:  None 

  Adopted 

 

The Council considered Resolution 17-93 to appoint Police Chief Star Thomas as the City of Portland 

representative on the Ionia County Central Dispatch Board of Directors. 

 

Motion by Baldyga, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve Resolution 17-93 appointing Police Chief 

Star Thomas as the City of Portland representative on the Ionia County Central Dispatch Board of 

Directors. 

  Yeas:  Baldyga, Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Barnes 

  Nays:  None 

  Adopted 

 

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Baldyga, to approve the Consent Agenda which includes the 

Minutes and Synopsis from the Regular City Council Meeting held on October 16, 2017, payment of 

invoices in the amount of $539,032.79 and payroll in the amount of $209,664.78 for a total of $748,697.57. 

There were no purchase orders over $5,000.00. 

  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Baldyga, Fitzsimmons, Johnston, Barnes 

  Nays:  None 

  Adopted 

 

Under City Manager Comments, City Manager Gorman thanked the Electric Department crew for their 

work in removing the utility poles along Grand River Ave. Removal of the utility poles was the result of 

much planning. 

 

The City Council Goal Session will be held Monday, January 29, 2018. 

 

The City Council Election will be held tomorrow, Tuesday, November 7, 2017. 
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City Manager Gorman extended congratulations to the St. Patrick’s football team for their Regional 

Championship and the Portland football team for their District Championship. Portland is proud of its 

athletes and the community support. 

 

Under Council Comments, Council Member Baldyga expressed his pleasure in seeing members of the 

community working collaboratively to make things happen. 

 

Mayor Barnes extended his thoughts and prayers to the community in Texas that recently experienced a 

mass shooting. 

 

Mayor Barnes reminded residents that the winter parking ban is now in place through April 30, 2018. 

 

Mayor Barnes stated that Roger Habegger, member of the Board of Light and Power, former Council 

Member and CEO of ADM Alliance Nutrition, has resigned from the Board of Light and Power in order 

to move closer to his family. 

 

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by VanSlambrouck, to adjourn the regular meeting. 

  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Baldyga, Johnston, Barnes 

  Nays:  None 

  Adopted 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_________________________ 

James E. Barnes, Mayor 

 

 

_________________________ 

Monique I. Miller, City Clerk   



City of Portland 

Synopsis of the Minutes of the November 6, 2017 City Council Meeting 
 

The City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor James E. Barnes at 7:00 P.M. 

Present – Mayor Barnes, Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck, Council Members Fitzsimmons, 

Baldyga and Johnston; City Manager Gorman; City Clerk Miller; Police Chief Thomas; 

DDA/Main Street Director Conner Wellman 

Presentation – DDA/Main Street Director Conner Wellman provided a report on downtown 

activities. 

Approval of Resolution 17-89 approving Pay Request No. 2 to CL Trucking, Inc. for work done 

on the James Street Improvement Project. 

All in favor. Adopted. 

Approval of Resolution 17-90 approving an energy purchase for the Board of Light and Power 

through the Michigan Public Power Agency. 

All in favor. Adopted. 

Approval of Resolution 17-91 approving the purchase of a 2018 GMC Sierra 2500HD pickup 

truck for the Department of Public Works. 

All in favor. Adopted. 

Approval of Resolution 17-92 approving a Traffic Control Order establishing “no parking” 

along the western curb of Union Street between Grand River Avenue and Grove Street. 

All in favor. Adopted. 

Approval of Resolution 17-93 appointing Police Chief Star Thomas as the City of Portland 

representative on the Ionia County Central Dispatch Board of Directors. 

All in favor. Adopted. 

Approval of the Consent Agenda. 

All in favor. Adopted. 

Adjournment at 7:55 P.M. 

All in favor.  Adopted.  

A copy of the approved Minutes is available upon request at City Hall, 259 Kent Street. 

Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 

























City Council Election

November 7, 2017

Precinct #1 Precinct #2 Total % of vote Term

Baldyga, Robert J. 92 142 234 8.88% 2-year Term

Fitzsimmons, Patrick 97 141 238 9.04% 4-year Term

Johnston, Amanda 100 162 262 9.95% 4-year Term

303 Voters 2687 Registered Voters 11.2% Voter Turnout

239 Absentee Voters



1 of 4 

Minutes of the Planning Commission  

Of the City of Portland 

Held on Wednesday, August 9, 2017 at 7:00 P.M. 

In Council Chambers at City Hall 
 

Portland Planning Commission Members Present: Grapentien, Fitzsimmons, Williamson, Hinds, 

Roeser 

 

Absent: Kmetz, Culp 

 

Staff:  City Manager Gorman; City Clerk Miller; Zoning Officer Gensterblum 

 

Guests: Doug Logel Jr.  
 

City Clerk Miller called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

City Clerk Miller opened the floor for nominations for Chair. 

 

Member Williamson nominated Member Grapentien for Chair. 

Member Grapentien nominated Member Fitzsimmons for Chair. 

There were no other nominations. 

 

City Clerk Miller closed the nominations for Chair. 

 

City Clerk Miller held the vote for Grapentien as Chair. 

All in favor. Member Grapentien was named Chair. 

 

Chair Grapentien opened the floor for nominations for Vice Chair. 

 

Chair Grapentien nominated Member Fitzsimmons as Vice Chair. 

There were no other nominations. 

 

Chair Grapentien closed the nominations for Vice Chair. 

 

City Clerk Miller held the vote for Member Fitzsimmons as Vice Chair. 

All in favor. Member Fitzsimmons was named Vice Chair. 

 

Chair Grapentien opened the floor for nominations as Secretary. 

 

Vice Chair Fitzsimmons nominated Member Williamson as Secretary. 

There were no other nominations. 

 

Chair Grapentien closed the nominations for Secretary. 

 

City Clerk Miller held the vote for Member Williamson as Secretary. 

All in favor. Member Williamson was named Secretary. 
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There was no public comment. 

 

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Williamson, to approve the Agenda as presented. 

All in favor. Approved. 

 

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Williamson, to approve the minutes of the March 22, 2017 

regular meeting as presented. 

All in favor. Approved. 

 

Under New Business, City Manager Gorman presented the request for a Site Plan Review from 

Grand Hearing Center to remodel the old Portland Federal Credit Union drive thru located at 

1220 E. Bridge St. into an appealing medical office building. He noted that Mr. Logel does plan 

to provide a formal site plan. 

 

City Manager Gorman welcomed Mr. Roeser to the board and thanked Julie Clement for her 

many years of service to the Planning Commission. 

 

Mr. Logel stated that he plans for the main entrance would be off from Charlotte Hwy. He plans 

to close the Bridge St. drive, remove the concrete on that side of the building and plant grass. He 

has received approval from the City Assessor and Ionia County to change the address of the 

building to 226 Charlotte Hwy. 

 

City Manager Gorman noted that this property is located in the C-2 District and the proposed use 

is permitted. The side setback requirement is 50’. The side setback is currently 42’. As there will 

be no change to the foot print of the structure it is preexisting nonconforming so no variance is 

required. The rear setback requirement is easily met and sufficient parking will be provided. 

 

There was discussion including that of the 25% window requirement. 

 

Chair Grapentien inquired if there are any plans to make a distinction between the parking lot and 

the sidewalk along Charlotte Hwy. They are currently one continuous surface. Although not 

required, he suggested it may be a good idea for safety purposes. 

 

There was discussion. 

 

City Manager Gorman stated that the Consumers Energy substation that is on the corner of Bridge 

St. and Grand River Ave. is in rough shape. He has requested they clean up the property and they 

have begun the process.  

 

Secretary Williamson stated that he this will be an excellent addition to the community. 

 

City Manager Gorman noted that a formal site plan is not required if there is not a change to the 

footprint of the building but he recommends that one be submitted. 

 

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Williamson, to approve the site plan for the Grand Hearing 

Center to remodel the Portland Federal Credit Union drive thru located at 1220 E. Bridge St. into 
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an appealing medical office building with the stipulation that a formal site plan will be submitted 

to City Staff. 

All in favor. Approved. 

 

Mr. Logel expects to begin construction the 1st week of September. He hopes to close within the 

next couple of weeks. 

 

There was discussion of updates to the Code of Ordinances. 

 

The Planning Commission determined that a “top ten list” of proposed zoning ordinance updates 

should be compiled. Examples of items that should be addressed are: 

• Revise the design standards for windows in commercial districts 

• Clarify standards for curb cuts (MDOT) 

• Allow commercial uses in Industrial districts 

• Storage of recreation vehicles (campers) 

 

City Manager Gorman provided development updates. 

 

The McDonald’s reconstruction project is going well. They will be proceeding with the process to 

combine the two lots. They have agreed to the City’s request to install a monument sign in place 

of the pole sign that was removed. City Manager Gorman presented a picture of the sign that will 

be installed. He further explained that the C-3 District permits highway signs within a certain 

radius of the I-96. The McDonalds highway sign falls outside that radius. Since their sign was in 

place when the ordinance was put it in place it meets the preexisting nonconforming requirement. 

However, the sunset clause in the Sign Ordinance will expire in August 2018. This will be an 

issue that will need to be addressed. The Planning Commission will need to consider what the 

goal is and should make a recommendation on the issue. 

 

City Manager Gorman addressed the questions that have arisen over the fill dirt that Bill’s Party 

Store has been hauling in. They sought and were granted approval from the City in 2006. Fleis & 

VandenBrink has looked at the property and advised there is no effect to the wetlands or 

surrounding area.  

 

Vice Chair Fitzsimmons suggested looking at the slope required by the Code to prevent erosion. 

 

City Manager Gorman advised that the due diligence phase of the purchase agreement with 

Sparrow is underway. It was discovered that Consumers Energy holds easements along Cutler Rd. 

and Grand River Ave. The City has requested the easements be terminated and released. There 

are no specific building plans for the Sparrow project at this time. 

 

Muffler Man is still moving forward with the redevelopment of the property at 738 E. Grand 

River Ave. They plan to submit building plans within the next few days. 

 

The ConfluxCity Brewery project continues to progress. They have recently been dealing with 

DEQ permit issues and had to revise their plan a bit. The sidewalk around the building will know 
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be asphalt rather than concrete and the area beneath the balcony will now be enclosed to 

accommodate a cooler. 

 

Tim Fuller of Windy Brook Companies has purchased five contiguous buildings on Kent St. 

including the ones that comprise the Opera House. He has created Opera Block Properties and is 

very motivated to begin the revitalization of the properties. He has very impressive designs. 

 

City Manager Gorman stated that the implementation of curbside recycling will include the 

elimination of the recycling center at the DPW. The townships are working with Granger to 

develop a new recycling center on Brian Wohlscheid’s property just off from Lyons Rd. past 

THK. This property does not belong to the City but the City does own the trail that is adjacent. 

Mr. Wohlscheid is requested access to his property off from Lyons Rd. (whether the recycling 

center is located on his property or not) which would cause another crossing of the River Trail. 

City Manager Gorman is asking for thoughts and recommendations from the Planning 

Commission and Parks & Recreation Board. 

 

There was discussion. 

 

Chair Grapentien commented that the purpose of the River Trail is to have limited road crossings. 

 

City Manager Gorman stated that he will check with the City engineers for their recommendation 

as well. 

 

City Manager Gorman presented preliminary plans developed by St. Patricks to build a field 

house at Father Flohe Field near Grove St. They have acquired the property that was formerly 

owned by the Ionia County Road Commission. He further explained the challenges the City is 

working through with them. 

 

There was discussion. 

 

City Manager Gorman provided an update regarding ongoing code enforcement issues. 

 

Under Comments, Chair Grapentien commented that he has heard from individuals that have 

been told “no” on potential developments. When he has reviewed the decision the analysis by 

City Staff has been spot on. 

 

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Williamson, to adjourn the meeting at 8:32 P.M. 

All in favor.  Approved. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

________________________ 

Jason Williamson, Secretary  



Minutes of the Downtown Development Authority  

City of Portland 

 Held on Thursday, October 19, 2017 

In Council Chambers at City Hall 

 

Members Present:  Barnes, Gorman, VanSlambrouck, Briggs, Hodge, Grimminck, Blastic, Pung 

 

Members Absent: Antaya, Urie, Frewen 

 

Staff:  DDA/Main Street Director Conner Wellman, City Clerk Miller 

 

Guests:  Council Member Johnston 

 

Chair Grimminck called the meeting to order at 3:30 P.M.  

 

Under Public Comment, Council Member Johnston addressed the Board and voiced her support 

for the permanent lighting of the Veteran’s Memorial Bridge. She suggested that the bridge 

should be highlighted as a centerpiece in Portland and the lighting could be changed for various 

holidays. 

 

Motion by Barnes, supported by Briggs, to approve the agenda as presented. 

All in favor. Adopted. 

 

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Blastic, to approve the minutes of the September 21, 

2017 meeting with minor edits submitted by Mayor Barnes. 

All in favor. Adopted. 

 

Motion by Briggs, supported by VanSlambrouck, to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. 

All in favor. Adopted. 

 

Under Team Reports, Organization & Finance, Mayor Barnes reported that the theme for the 

Volunteer Recognition Event has been determined. The event will be held on Thursday, 

November 9, 2017.  

 

Under Business Enhancement, Cory Grimminck reported that work continues on the business 

inventory. 

 

Under Promotions & Marketing, Michelle VanSlambrouck reported that they continue to work 

on the development of the new website. Facebook posts continue to be made as well. 

 

Under Design, Margery Briggs reported that the Scout Park enhancement is almost complete and 

looks great. Decisions on this season’s Christmas lighting have been made. The team has also 

been working on the Façade Grant process and review of the Sign Grant process. They have 

determined that no changes are needed to the Sign Grant process. 

 

Under Old Business, Director Conner Wellman thanked Member Pung and the Design Team for 

their work on the update of the Façade Grant process. 
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There was discussion that the document can be fluid with changes in budget funding and 

dependent on the DDA’s discretion. 

 

City Manager Gorman commented that the process and procedure set forth is great. 

 

Motion by Barnes, supported by Hodge to approve the Façade Grant process as presented. 

 

There was discussion regarding the perception that could come from changing the funding level 

each year. 

 

Member Pung stated that the funds available through the grant are minimal in terms of making a 

substantial impact. 

 

The vote for the motion on the floor was held. 

All in favor. Adopted. 

 

Under New Business, Director Conner Wellman presented the Organization & Finance Board 

Member Agreement. She stated that this agreement was suggested by the Michigan Main Street 

Center and should be signed by all members annually. 

 

There was discussion regarding the required time commitment and ways to serve outside of 

meeting attendance that would still be significant. 

 

Director Conner Wellman presented the invitation and overview for the Volunteer Recognition 

Event which will be held Thursday, November 9, 2017 at the Escape Room. 

 

Director Conner Wellman presented information and quotes on the potential lighting of the 

Veteran’s Memorial Bridge. She noted that this project is outlined in the TIF plan in two 

locations. The funds for the project would come from the fund balance. During the budget 

process it was assumed that some of the fund balance would be used for various projects. 

Director Conner Wellman noted that only 15% of 1st quarter funds have been expended for the 

current fiscal year. 

 

Member Pung inquired about the operation costs of lighting the bridge. 

 

Director Conner Wellman stated she has been told the cost is very minimal as the lighting will be 

LED. 

 

There was discussion of where the operational costs would be expended. 

 

City Manager Gorman stated he would recommend to the City Council that the City should 

absorb the labor costs of the Electric Department for the project and the ongoing maintenance of 

the electric costs. 

 

Motion by Barnes, supported by Briggs, to employ Jason Klees to light the Veterans Memorial 

Bridge per the quote in the amount of $10,432.00 contingent upon the expertise of City staff. 

All in favor. Adopted. 
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Under the Director Report, Director Conner Wellman presented the new website miportland.org. 

 

Director Conner Wellman provided information on a product and/or contact information for 

individuals to hire for cleanup of the boardwalk awnings and entryway cleanup.  

 

The locally owned McDonald’s Grand Opening held on September 28, 2017 was awesome. 

McDonald’s will be a great addition to the community. 

 

Strategy Implementation and Committee Work Planning will be held at City Hall on Thursday, 

October 26, 2017 from 1:30 – 4:30 P.M. 

 

Holidayfest will be held on Saturday, December 9, 2017. 

 

Under Board Member Comments, Member VanSlambrouck suggested the board get together to 

go over the TIF Plan. 

 

City Manager Gorman noted that the Parks and Recreation 5-Year Master Plan process is 

underway. A survey will be distributed tomorrow. 

 

Motion by Pung, supported by VanSlambrouck, to adjourn the meeting at 4:30 P.M. 

All in favor.  Adopted 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

____________________ 

Kory Blastic, Secretary 







PORTLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT
STATISTICAL INFORMATION

OCTOBER 2017

Dispatched 116 Pistol Purchase Permits 3
Patrol Originated 7 PBT's 80
Follow Up Complaints 22 FOIA Requests 9
Assist to PPD 16 Sex Offender Registrations 2
Assist to Fire / EMS 6 Directed Patrol 48
Assist Other Depts 8 Training 1

Administrative 119
Miscellaenous Function 22

Total Stops 54 Physical Business Checks
Traffic Citations 24 Interior 107
Verbal Warnings 43 Exterior 327
Parking Citations 4 Patrol Contacts 421

Arrests (Excluding Juvenile Apprehensions)
Misdemeanor Persons 8
Misdemeanor Charges 9
Felony Persons 0
Felony Charges 0

Community Events
VFW - Serve breakfast (volunteer)

Portland St Pats - Half Marathon - Traffic Control
Portland HS - Cross Country Meet - Traffic Control

Epic Church  - Suicide Prevention Walk
Oakwood Elementary - Halloween Safety to Pre-K

PHS - All home football games
Color Run - Traffic Control

PHS Trunk or Treat

Calls for Service Other Functions

OtherTraffic Stops



PORTLAND POLICE DPEARTMENT
STATISTICAL INFORMATION

OCTOBER 2017



 

PORTLAND WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 
REPORT FOR October 2017 

 
 
 

NPDES COMPLIANCE 
 

The City WWTP was in compliance with the NPDES permit limitations for the month of 

October 2017. Complete copies of all discharge Monitoring Reports are on file at the 

WWTP.  

 

OPERATIONS 
 

The WWTP treated 10.8 million gallons and discharged 8.1 million gallons for the 

month of October. The CBOD was 5 ppm, the Total Suspended Solids was 5 ppm, the 

phosphorus was 0.6 ppm, and the Fecal Coliform was 95 counts/100ml. 

 

The new Certificate of Coverage (COC) issued under the NPDES General Permit went 

into effect on October 1, 2017 and is scheduled to expire on April 1, 2020. Due to the 

MDEQ transitioning to the MiWaters electronic system, our previous COC expired on 

April of 2015. We were issued an extension of the previous COC during the transition 

period. Two new items were added to the COC. We are now required to physically 

perform an observation of the outfall to the Grand River three times per week. We also 

are now required to report the CBOD and Total Suspended Solids (TSS) loading from our 

discharge in lbs. /day. 

 

The annual Bio Solids report was due on October 30, 2017. This was completed and 

submitted on MiWaters. 

 

Star Crane & Hoist was here during the month to perform the annual hoist inspection and 

certification required by MIOSHA. 

 

The WWTP workers finished painting the second floor level in the service building. 

 

Maintenance & Capitol Expenses for October 1, 2017 to October 31, 

2017 
 

      ITEM                  COST 
 

Tom’s Do It Center – Distilled water, electrical parts, painting supplies, etc.  $      180.32 

Star Crane & Hoist – Annual hoist inspection                                                   $      180.00 

Family Farm & Home – Painting supplies & electrical parts                            $        59.93 

Grainger – Metal Halide lite bulbs, paint, Bell & Gossett pump couplers         $     281.41 

USA Bluebook – Floor paint, YSI pH Probe, lab chemicals, etc.                      $     683.20 

     



                   Total Monthly Expenses          $     1384.86 

                            Total Spent YTD                       $   21241.45 

 

WASTEWATER COLLECTION SYSTEM ACTIVITY 
 

Sewer Trouble Spots sections cleaned                                     6785 ft. 

Routine cleaning                           1115 ft.     

Sewer call outs due to building services              2 

Sewer call outs due to plugged City main                              0 

New connections to sewer main                               0 

Building Services Televised                       2 

Building Services Inspected                                0 

City Main Televised                                 0 

 

SEWER CALLOUTS 
 

October 25, 2017 

 

A call was received by the WWTP from a resident on Bethel Drive stating that they had 

experienced a sewage backup in their basement. They said that this had occurred two 

days prior to their calling us. We had experienced extremely heavy rains during those two 

days. They had had a plumber out to clean their service and still had concerns. Upon 

inspection of the city main, the flow appeared to be normal and their drains were working 

okay. We setup an appointment to return with our push camera to televise their service. 

Upon televising, we observed and recorded two locations in the service that had roots 

growing in from the joints. One root mass completely covered the diameter of the tile. 

They said that they would have the plumber back. We were planning to televise the city 

main, but experienced mechanical problems with our camera equipment and will return 

to do so when we have it repaired.   

 

October 27, 2017 

 

A call was received by the WWTP from a resident on Caroline St. stating that water is 

backing up from their basement floor drain. A WWTP worker was dispatched to the 

residence and inspected the flow in the upstream and downstream manholes. There were 

no signs of surcharging and the flow appeared to be normal at both manholes. The 

homeowner was contacted and arrangements were made to televise the house service. 

Upon televising rots were observed in several joints with some being severe. They looked 

like they had just had a root cutter run thru the line. The drains were working okay when 

we televised.  

 

Respectively Submitted, 

 

Doug Sherman 

WWTP Superintendent 

 
 





IONIA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

November 14, 2017 - 3:00 p.m.
Commissioners’ Meeting Room – Courthouse – 3rd Floor

AGENDA

I. Call to Order

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Invocation

IV. Approval of Agenda
A. Consideration of additional items

V. Public Comment
(3 minute time limit per speaker – please state name/organization)

VI. Action on Consent Calendar
A. Approve minutes of the previous meeting(s)

VII. Unfinished Business
A. Request approval of Indigent Defense Compliance Plan
B.

VIII. New Business
A. Health Department Contract Renewal with Michigan Department of Environmental

Quality
B. Central Dispatch Request to Post Entry Level Dispatch Opening with Credit for

Experience
C. Central Dispatch Budget Amendment
D. Canteen Services Inc. Food Service Agreement for Ionia County Jail
E. Jail Medical Services Agreement
F. Clean Sweep Program Grant Agreement
G.

IX. Reports of Officers, Boards, and Standing Committees
A. Chairperson
B. County Administrator



X. Reports of Special or Ad Hoc Committees

XI. Public Comment (3 minute time limit per speaker)

XII. Closed Session
A. Union Negotiations – Deputy Unit

XIII. Adjournment

Board and/or Commission Vacancies
 Board of Public Works – One three-year term expiring January 2018.
 Community Corrections Advisory Board – One term with no set expiration date – This

position serves as a Media Representative.
 Construction Board of Appeals – Two two-year terms, expiring October 2017. One of these

positions serves as an alternate member.
 West Michigan Regional Planning Commission – Two one-year terms, expiring December 2017.

Appointments for consideration in the month of December 2017:

 Central Dispatch Board of Directors – Two two-year Citizen Representative appointments.

 Substance Abuse Initiative - Four two-year appointments – one from each of the following

commissioner districts: District One, District Two, District Six and District Seven.

 West Michigan Regional Planning Commission – Three one-year appointments.

 WMRPC Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy Committee – Two one-year

appointments.

Non-Commissioner Appointments for consideration in the month of January 2018:
 Board of Public Works – Three three-year terms.
 Parks Advisory Board – One two-year term.
 Tax Allocation Board – One one-year term.



IONIA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Committee-of-the-Whole

November 21, 2017 - 3:00 p.m.
Commissioners’ Meeting Room – Courthouse – 3rd Floor

AGENDA

I. Call to Order

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Invocation

IV. Approval of Agenda
A. Consideration of additional items

V. Public Comment
(3 minute time limit per speaker – please state name/organization)

VI. Unfinished Business
A.

VII. New Business
A. Airport Annual Report
B. Ionia County Economic Alliance Semi Annual Report
C. Ionia County Road Commission Report
D. Departmental Reports

1. Central Dispatch
2. Public Health
3. Prosecuting Attorney
4. Animal Shelter
5. Treasurer
6. Friend of the Court
7. Emergency Management
8. Building Codes (written report only)

VIII. Reports of Officers, Board and Standing Committees
A. Chairperson
B. Commissioners
C. County Administrator

IX. Reports of Special or Ad Hoc Committees

X. Closed Session

XI. Adjournment
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