
 
 

PROPOSED AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

7:00 P.M. Monday, August 20, 2018 
City Council Chambers 

City Hall, 259 Kent St., Portland Michigan 
 

I. Call to Order 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Acceptance of Agenda  

IV. Public Comment (5-minute time limit per speaker) 

V. City Manager Report  

VI. Presentations  

A. Fred E. Cowles, P.E., MI Grand River Watershed and Elaine Sterrett  
Isely, Director of Water Programs, WMEAC – Water Trail Planning 
 

VII. Public Hearing(s) – None  

VIII. Old Business – None  

IX. New Business  

A. First Reading of Ordinance 175LL an Ordinance to Amend Sections  
42-6, 42-131, 42-132 (c)(3), and 42-341 (b) of the Portland City Code  
of Ordinances 

B. Proposed Resolution 18-66 Approving the Award of the Department 
of Public Works Improvements to Cook Brothers Excavating 

 
X. Consent Agenda   

A. Minutes & Synopsis from the Regular City Council Meeting 
held on August 6, 2018  

B. Payment of Invoices in the Amount of $198,113.88 and Payroll in the 
Amount of $131,471.82 for a Total of $329,585.70 

C. Purchase Orders over $5,000.00  
None 

 
          XI. Communications 

A. Planning Commission Minutes from July 11, 2018 
B. Police Department Report for July 2018 
C. Wastewater Treatment Plant Report for July 2018 
D. MGROW Thank You Letter 
E. AECOM Summary of 2018 Downstream Fish Passage 
F. Ionia County Board of Commissioners Agenda for August 

14, 2018 
 

Estimated 
Time 

 
 
7:00 PM 
 
7:01 PM 

7:02 PM 

7:03 PM 

7:04 PM 

 

7:15 PM 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7:30 PM 
 
 
7:33 PM 
 
 
 
7:35 PM 
 
 
7:37 PM 
 
 

 

7:40 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Desired 
Outcome 

 
 
 
 
Decision 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Decision 
 
 
 
Decision 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

XII. Other Business - None 
 
XIII. City Manager Comments  

 
XIV.  Council Comments 
 
XV.  Adjournment 

 

Estimated 
Time 

 
7:42 PM 
 
7:45 PM 
 
7:50 PM 
 
7:55 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Desired 
Outcome 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Decision 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







PORTLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT
STATISTICAL INFORMATION

JULY 2018

Dispatched 121 Subpoena Service 1

Patrol Originated 13 PBT's 39

Follow Up Complaints 42 Special Events 15

Assist to PPD 25 School Contacts (general) 0

Assist to Fire / EMS 9 Training 11

Assist Other Depts 10 Administrative 190

Total Stops 90 Physical Business Checks

Traffic Citations 28 Interior 151

Verbal Warnings 92 Exterior 275

Parking Citations 3 Patrol Contacts 627

Arrests (Excluding Juvenile Apprehensions)

Misdemeanor Persons 10

Misdemeanor Charges 17

Felony Persons 0

Felony Charges 0

Home Invasion 1 Driving Law Violations 3

Larceny ‐ from motor vehicle 2 Juvenile (no crime) 2

Larceny 1 Juvenile Runaway 1

Stolen Vehicles 1 Conservation 1

Fraud 1 Accidents 7

Retail Fraud (shoplifting) 1 Business Alarms 2

Damage to Property 1 Assists ‐ other LE, DHS, City 12

Misc Warrant Arrest 7 Assists ‐ Ambulance, Fire 8

Disturb Peace 6 Civil Disputes 6

Disorderly Conduct 1 Suicide ‐ attempt 1

Hit and Run Traffic Crash 1 Missing Person 1

Operating While Intoxicated 1 Other 76

Calls for Service Other Functions

OtherTraffic Stops



 

PORTLAND WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 
REPORT FOR July 2018 

 
 
 

NPDES COMPLIANCE 
 

The City WWTP was in compliance with the NPDES permit limitations for the month of 

July 2018. Complete copies of all discharge Monitoring Reports are on file at the WWTP.  

 

OPERATIONS 
 

The WWTP treated 10.3 million gallons and discharged 7.7 million gallons for the 

month of July. The CBOD were 3 ppm, the Total Suspended Solids were 7 ppm, the 

phosphorus was 0.9 ppm, and the Fecal Coliform was 96 counts/100ml. 

 

July was a routine month at the WWTP. The men continued working on sewer cleaning 

activities. The men let me know on July 25th that the software for the maintenance 

activities would not allow them to access the program. I.T.Right was contacted and they 

were also unable to gain access and fix the problem. Karl from I.T.Right contacted the 

original software developer and they agreed to take a look at it even though they do not 

support our version of the software anymore. After working back and forth with Ryan at 

Hach, they were able to find the problem and resolved it by upgrading to a newer version. 

The software was back in action on August 13th. 

 

Maintenance & Capitol Expenses for July 1, 2018 to July 31, 2018 
 

      ITEM                  COST 
 

Tom’s Do It Center – Keyway & distilled water           $       28.75 

NCL – Lab Supplies   $     508.13 

Foster Blue Water Oil – Diesel fuel for Generator                                              $     472.65 

Grainger – Mobil Gear Oil and rags   $     303.32 

Model – First Aid Supplies                                                                                  $      96.92 

Rural Gas – LP tank rental                                                                                   $    141.00 

Family Farm & Home – Barrel Bolt and padlock                                                $      32.97 

Walker Process – Boiler Rope Packing    $    136.75 

JGM Valve – Vogelsang Copper Oil Seal Rings       $      97.00 

  

                 Total Monthly Expenses          $     1817.49 

                            Total Spent YTD                       $     1717.49 

 



 
 

WASTEWATER COLLECTION SYSTEM ACTIVITY 
 

Sewer Trouble Spots sections cleaned                                     8330 ft. 

Routine cleaning                             580 ft.     

Sewer call outs due to building services              1 

Sewer call outs due to plugged City main                              1 

New connections to sewer main                               0 

Building Services Televised                       0 

Building Services Inspected                                0 

City Main Televised                                 1 

 

SEWER CALLOUTS 
 

July 17, 2018 

 

A call was received at the WWTP from a homeowner on Lookingglass Ave that they had 

sewage backing into their basement. Two WWTP operators were dispatched to the scene 

to investigate the problem. They found that sewage was backing up in the city main. 

They used the Vac truck to clear the blockage and clean the line. A follow up call was 

made the next day to televise the main to determine what caused the blockage. The 

workers found a large root mass blocking the main. They once again used the Vac truck 

with the root cutter attachment to remove the roots. They televised the line following root 

cutting to verify that the line was open. 

 

July 24, 2018 

 

The fire Department was called to a home on Grape St. due to a gas odor. One of the 

Firemen also works for the Portland WWTP. A gas odor was detected in the home and 

the manhole near the house. The homeowner was advised to make sure that all of the 

house sanitary traps have water in them to stop the migration of gas back into the house. 

They were also advised to have Consumers check for any possible gas leaks. 

 

 

Respectively Submitted, 

Doug Sherman 

WWTP Superintendent 

 
 









IONIA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

August 14, 2018 - 3:00 p.m.
Conference Room – Central Dispatch Building

AGENDA

I. Call to Order

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Invocation

IV. Approval of Agenda
A. Consideration of additional items

V. Public Comment
(3 minute time limit per speaker – please state name/organization)

VI. Action on Consent Calendar
A. Approve minutes of the previous meeting(s)

VII. Unfinished Business
A.

VIII. New Business
A. Medical Examiner Annual Report

Luke Vogelsberg, Chief Investigator – Sparrow Forensic Pathology
B. Budget Amendment – Juvenile Court, Contractual Services
C. Budget Amendment – Commission on Aging, AAAWM Funding
D. Request to fill full-time Deputy County Clerk position
E. Request for Increase of Membership on Community Corrections Advisory Board
F. Appointments to Community Corrections Advisory Board
G. Request for approval of Medical Marijuana Grant Funding for Sheriff’s Office
H. Budget Amendment – Sheriff’s Office, Establish Medical Marijuana Grant Budget
I. Request for approval of Secondary Road patrol & Traffic Accident Program Application
J. 2019 Budget Recommendation
K. Appointment to West Michigan Regional Planning Commission Comprehensive

Economic Development Strategy Committee
L.



IX. Reports of Officers, Boards, and Standing Committees
A. Chairperson
B. County Administrator

X. Reports of Special or Ad Hoc Committees

XI. Public Comment (3 minute time limit per speaker)

XII. Closed Session

XIII. Adjournment

Board and/or Commission Vacancies
 Board of Public Works – One three-year term expiring January 2021.
 Construction Board of Appeals – Two two-year terms, expiring October 2019. One of

these positions serves as an alternate member.
 Economic Development Corporation/Brownfield Redevelopment Authority – One three

year term expiring April 2020.
 Parks Advisory Board – One two-year term expiring January 2019, serving as a Member-

at-Large from the Lyons Area.
 West Michigan Regional Planning Commission Comprehensive Economic Development

Strategy Committee – One one-year term, expiring December 2018.

Non-Commissioner Appointments for consideration in the month of September 2018:
 ARES/RACES Emergency Coordinator and Assistant Coordinator – Three year

appointments.
 Commission on Aging Board – Three three-year appointments.

Non-Commissioner Appointments for consideration in the month of October 2018: None
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City of Portland 
Portland, Michigan 

Minutes of the City Council Meeting 
Held on Monday, August 6, 2018 
In Council Chambers at City Hall 

 
Present:  Mayor Barnes; Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck, Council Members Fitzsimmons, and 
Johnston; City Manager Gorman; City Clerk Miller; Police Chief Thomas 
 
Absent:  Council Member Baldyga 
 
Guests: Andy Pulling of Portland Public Schools; Eric Proctor; Kathy Parsons 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Barnes with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by VanSlambrouck, to approve the Proposed Agenda as 
presented. 
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Barnes 
  Nays:  None 
  Absent:  Baldyga 
  Adopted 
 
Motion by Johnston, supported by Fitzsimmons, to excuse the absence of Council Member 
Baldyga. 
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Baldyga, Barnes 
  Nays:  None 
  Absent:  Baldyga 
  Adopted 
 
Under City Manager Report, City Manager Gorman stated that construction on the access road off 
from Cutler Rd. for the potential Sparrow project began today, August 6, 2018. He further stated 
that he was informed that Portland has moved up in priority on Sparrow’s capital project list. 
 
In regard to the Sunset Ridge Community sewer discharge into the Grand River, City Manager 
Gorman reference the letter he sent and the response that was included in the communications. He 
further noted that he has been in contact with Portland Township and the contractor for Sunset 
Ridge Community regarding future communications. He plans to have discussions with the 
relevant parties to consider the relocation of the discharge point as the Sunset Ridge Community 
is located in Portland Township but the discharge point is located in the City limits. 
 
The Planning Commission will meet on Wednesday, August 8, 2018 where they will hold a Public 
Hearing and consider proposed zoning changes to allow adult foster care congregate facilities in  
R-2 and R-3 districts. They will also discuss deviations from the PUD proposed by Mayberry 
Homes for the Phase II development at Rindlehaven and the upcoming Zoning Ordinance update. 



City Council Minutes –August 6, 2018 
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Wastewater Superintendent Sherman has announced retirement to be effective January 2019. In 
anticipation of his retirement an assessment of the Wastewater Treatment Plant will be conducted 
to consider whether privatization of operation of the plant should be implemented. 
 
City Manager Gorman stated that he will meet with Pulse to evaluate the existing underground 
conduit to further analyze bringing fiber optics to the residents of Portland. 
 
Under Presentations, Andy Pulling presented a proposal for a Bike and Hike Trail at Portland 
Public Schools. 
 
There was discussion. 
 
Mayor Barnes noted for the record that Mr. Pulling is his son-in-law. 
 
Eric Proctor presented information on the Beerfest on the Bridge event that will be held Saturday, 
August 11, 2018. 
 
Under Presentations, DDA/Main Street Director Conner Wellman presented her report on 
downtown activities. Beerfest planning is underway and streetscape appearance and maintenance 
is being addressed. The Outdoor Flea Market on the 1st Saturday of each month is proceeding well. 
Director Conner Wellman has been working with CEDAM and AmeriCorps to confirm the 
candidate for the VISTA position. Dana Hengesbach will officially start on August 20, 2018. The 
Portland Prime local community gift certificate program has begun it’s planning and 
implementation stages and should be ready by early October. Sesquicentennial planning is moving 
along. 
 
Under New Business, the Council considered Resolution 18-62 to authorize a License Agreement 
with Portland Public Schools to use City property for a bike trail at 1150 Ionia Rd.  
 
Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Johnston, to approve Resolution 18-62 approving, 
authorizing, and directing the Mayor and Clerk to sign a License Agreement with Portland Public 
Schools to use City property for a bike trail. 
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Barnes 
  Nays:  None 
  Absent:  Baldyga 
  Adopted 
 
The Council considered Resolution 18-63 to approve a contract with Clear Heights Construction, 
LLC in the amount of $151,000.00 for the purchase and installation of a vehicle storage structure 
for the Department of Public Works as there is currently insufficient storage space to adequately 
protect and preserve these assets. 
 
Motion by Johnston, supported by VanSlambrouck, to approve Resolution 18-63 approving, 
authorizing, and directing the Mayor to sign a contract with Clear Heights Construction, LLC for 
the purchase and installation of a vehicle storage structure for the Department of Public Works. 
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  Yeas:  Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Barnes 
  Nays:  None 
  Absent:  Baldyga 
  Adopted 
 
The Council considered Resolution 18-64 to approve a Transient Trader Permit for a BBQ Food 
Trailer for Chris Teachout to sell BBQ at the vacant lot at the corner of Grand River Ave. and 
Divine Hwy. owned by the City of Portland. 
 
Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve Resolution 18-64 approving 
issuance of a Transient Trader Permit for a BBQ food trailer. 
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Johnston, Barnes 
  Nays:  None 
  Absent:  Baldyga 
  Adopted 
 
The Council considered Resolution 18-65 to appoint Human Resources Administrator, Mindy 
Tolan, as the City’s officer delegate for the 2018 Municipal Employee Retirement System 
(MERS) conference, October 4th-5th, 2018, at the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel. 
 
Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Johnston, to approve Resolution 18-65 appointing an 
officer delegate to represent the City at the 2018 MERS conference. 
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Barnes 
  Nays:  None 
  Absent:  Baldyga 
  Adopted 
 
Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve the Consent Agenda which 
includes the Minutes and Synopsis from the Regular City Council Meeting held on July 16, 2018, 
payment of invoices in the amount of $176,318.78 and payroll in the amount of $97,010.94 for a 
total of $273,329.72. Purchase orders to Cook Brothers Excavating in the amount of $7,790.00 for 
a sewer repair on Riverside Dr., Medler Electric in the amount of $8,025.30 for conduit, and Resco 
in the amount of $45,112.00 for transformers were also included. 
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Johnston, Barnes 
  Nays:  None 
  Absent:  Baldyga 
  Adopted 
 
Under City Manager Comments, City Manager Gorman reminded residents that the Primary 
Election will be held tomorrow, August 7, 2018. Polls will be open from 7:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. 
 
The Red Mill Community Day will be held on Saturday, August 25, 2018 from 9:00 A.M. to 9:00 
P.M. with a wide variety of activities. 
 
City Manager Gorman noted that the Portland School Apartment project was not chosen for the 
MML Community Excellence Award. 
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The City of Portland will visit Middleville on Friday, August 10, 2018 for Mayor Exchange. 
Middleville will visit the City of Portland on Wednesday, August 15, 2018. 
 
Under Council Comments, Council Member Johnston noted that the outdoor playground at 
Oakwood Elementary School will be dedicated on August 20, 2018 at 4:30 P.M. 
 
Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Johnston, to adjourn the regular meeting. 
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Barnes 
  Nays:  None 
  Absent:  Baldyga  
  Adopted 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:58 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
James E. Barnes, Mayor 
 
 
_________________________ 
Monique I. Miller, City Clerk   



City of Portland 
Synopsis of the Minutes of the August 6, 2018 City Council Meeting 

 

The City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Barnes at 7:00 P.M. 
Present – Mayor Barnes; Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck, Council Members Fitzsimmons, and 
Johnston; City Manager Gorman; City Clerk Miller; Police Chief Thomas 
Absent – Council Member Baldyga 
Presentation - Andy Pulling presented a proposal for a Bike and Hike Trail at Portland Public 
Schools. 
Presentation - Eric Proctor presented information on the Beerfest on the Bridge event that will be 
held Saturday, August 11, 2018. 
Presentation - DDA/Main Street Director Conner Wellman presented her report on downtown 
activities. 
Approval of Resolution 18-62 approving, authorizing, and directing the Mayor and Clerk to sign 
a License Agreement with Portland Public Schools to use City property for a bike trail. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
Approval of Resolution 18-63 approving, authorizing, and directing the Mayor to sign a contract 
with Clear Heights Construction, LLC for the purchase and installation of a vehicle storage 
structure for the Department of Public Works. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
Approval of Resolution 18-64 approving issuance of a Transient Trader Permit for a BBQ food 
trailer. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
Approval of Resolution 18-65 appointing an officer delegate to represent the City at the 2018 
MERS conference. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
Approval of the Consent Agenda. 
All in favor. Adopted. 
Adjournment at 7:58 P.M. 
All in favor.  Adopted.  
A copy of the approved Minutes is available upon request at City Hall, 259 Kent Street. 
Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 

















CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF PORTLAND 

Ionia County, Michigan 

 

Council Member ________, supported by Council Member _________, made a motion to adopt 

the following ordinance: 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 175LL 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTIONS  

42-6, 42-131, 42-132 (c)(3), and 42-341 (b)  

OF THE PORTLAND CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES  

 

THE CITY OF PORTLAND ORDAINS: 

 

SECTION 1.  Section 42-6, Definitions, as follows: 

 
Adult foster care (state licensed residential care facility) means: a governmental or 

nongovernmental establishment that provides foster care to adults. Subject to Act 218 of 

1979, adult foster care facility includes facilities and foster care family homes for adults 

who are aged, mentally ill, developmentally disabled, or physically disabled who require 

supervision on an ongoing basis but who do not require continuous nursing care. 

 

(4) Adult foster care congregate facility means an adult foster care facility with the 

approved capacity to receive more than 20 adults to be provided with foster care. 

 

SECTION 2. Section 42-131, Table of Uses, as follows: 

 

Within the category “Residential Uses”, add Adult foster care congregate facility as a 

Special Land Use (SLU) in the R-2 and R-3 zoning districts. 

 

SECTION 3. Section 42-132 (c)(3), Parking Requirements, as follows: 

 

Adult foster care family homes, adult foster care small and large group home, adult foster 

care congregate facility 

 

SECTION 4. Section 42-341 (b), as follows: 

 

Under “Table of Contents…” (b) Adult foster care, small and large group home and 

congregate facility 

 

(b) Adult foster care, small and large group home and congregate facility. 

 

(b)(3) Adult foster care congregate facilities shall have frontage on and direct access to an 

arterial or collector street, as defined in the City of Portland Master Plan. 

 



SECTION 2. PUBLICATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance must be published 

and recorded as provided in the City Charter and takes effect on the date of publication, but not 

less than ten (10) days after its adoption by the City Council. 

 

Ayes:   

Nays:   

Absent:   

Abstain:    

 

ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

Dated:  August 16, 2018 

 

________________________________ 

James E. Barnes, Mayor 

 

_______________________________ 

Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 

 

Introduced: August 16, 2018 

Adopted:   

Published:   

Effective:   



CERTIFICATION 

 

I certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of Ordinance No 175LL, which was adopted 

by the Portland City Council at a regular meeting, held on September 4, 2018 which was conducted 

in accordance with the Open Meetings Act, Act 267 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1976, as 

amended. 

 

Dated: September 4, 2018              ________________________ 

       Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 
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