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[bookmark: _GoBack]City of Portland
Portland, Michigan
Minutes of the City Council Meeting
Held on Monday, September 16, 2019
In Council Chambers at City Hall

[bookmark: _Hlk10729493][bookmark: _Hlk531876490][bookmark: _Hlk530990724]Present:  Mayor Barnes; Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck, Council Member Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, and Johnston; City Manager Gorman; City Clerk Miller; Police Chief Thomas

Guests: Kathy Parsons; Beckie Bates, Director of the Portland Area Service Group; Tom Simmons

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Barnes with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Baldyga, to approve the Proposed Agenda as presented.
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Baldyga, Fitzsimmons, Johnston, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

There was no public comment.

Under City Manager Report, City Manager Gorman stated that since the public comments and discussion with representatives of the Portland Area Service Group at the September 3, 2019 City Council meeting regarding the reinstitution of 2-hour parking in the downtown the City has consulted with its engineers and has decided to add two handicap spaces in front of the Senior Center. 

Police Chief Thomas provided information on enforcement of handicap parking.

There was discussion.

City Manager Gorman stated that during the Safe Routes to School process a particular issue with the addition of sidewalk along W. Bridge St. brought about concerns for an adjacent property owner. Although the concerns of this property owner were not legally valid for the City to cancel the addition of this particular sidewalk it did cause contemplation of the safety of the intersection at W. Bridge St. and E. Grand River Ave. The City is considering adjusting the intersection so that W. Bridge St. would align with Quarterline St. to improve safety. Construction could possibly take place in the Spring of 2020.

City Manager Gorman noted activity on the Opera Block Property facades this week. Although this work was not initially planned it is historically significant. The ice jam and flooding this past winter caused the sidewalk to shift away from the building. When the contractor removed the concrete for repair and replacement Mr. Fuller had his engineers look at the foundation and fortify it before the sidewalks are replaced.

Design work is being finalized for maintenance to the Grand River Ave. bridge. This work will include work on the approaches and sidewalks.

The first section of improvements to Grand River Ave. under the Small Urban Project funding will also take place Spring of 2020.

City Manager Gorman noted that he is still working with representatives of Taco Bell on a potential design for development. The closing on the property has not taken place yet but they are considering the corner of E. Grand River Ave. and Bristie St. including the car wash property. City Manager Gorman and the representatives of Taco Bell met with the owner of Olivera’s to discuss current parking and driveway easements that are in place. The discussions went very well. The project is being considered for Spring/Summer 2020.

Sparrow continues to work on the planning phase of their development on Cutler Rd. Their plan includes a 10,000 sq. ft. facility that will contemplate a possible 10,000 sq. ft. addition in the future. They plan to present their site plan at the October Planning Commission. If their proposed plan meets all requirements of the zoning in that area, they will bypass the Planning Commission.

Earlier this afternoon, the City received the preliminary scoring results on the DNR Trust Fund Grant Application for a splash pad at Powers Park. More detailed results will be coming soon. Although the initial scoring came in low the City will have an opportunity to supplement the application information to improve the scoring. The DDA is considering construction of a splash pad with or without the grant funding.

The City is still in a holding pattern on its Request for Reconsideration to the Michigan State Police and Governor Whitmer for funding of the Section 19 State of Emergency funding. The Michigan Municipal League has stepped in to partner with the City on this issue as there is a strong legal argument based on current law. The request is still at the Governor’s office.

[bookmark: _Hlk10729509]Under Presentations, Mayor Barnes presented the 2019 Constitution Week Proclamation.

Under New Business, the Council considered Resolution 19-56 for the purchase of an asphalt crack sealing machine for the Department of Public Works in the amount of $65,001.95. City Manager Gorman stated the current machine, although in rather rough shape, will be sold at auction. The City will consider leasing out the new machine as a revenue source.

Motion by Baldyga, supported by Johnston, to approve Resolution 19-56 approving the purchase of an asphalt crack sealing machine for the Department of Public Works.
  Yeas:  Baldyga, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

The Council considered Resolution 19-57 to authorize the Mayor to sign the Joint Funding Agreement with the U.S. Geological Survey for the operation of the Streamgaging Station. This is required as part of the City’s Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) license to operate the hydroelectric plant. The new agreement will be for the period of October 1, 2019 to September 30, 2020 in the amount of $7,850.00.

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Baldyga, to approve Resolution 19-57 approving, authorizing, and directing the Mayor to sign the Joint Funding Agreement for the operation of a Streamgaging Station.
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Baldyga, Fitzsimmons, Johnston, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

The Council considered Resolution 19-58 to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign a License Agreement to permit holding a Haunted House at the Red Mill.

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Johnston, to approve Resolution 19-58 approving, authorizing, and directing the Mayor and City Clerk to sign a License Agreement to permit holding a Haunted House at the Red Mill.
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Baldyga, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

Motion by Baldyga, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve the Consent Agenda which includes the Minutes and Synopsis from the Regular City Council Meeting held on September 3, 2019, payment of invoices in the amount of $183,884.79 and payroll in the amount of $118,885.73 for a total of $302,770.52. Purchase orders to Municipal Code Corporation for an estimated amount of $5,219.00 for Supplement No. 3 to the City’s Code of Ordinances and MC Power for an estimated amount of $10,000.00 to upgrade the electrical lines along W. Grand River Ave. were also included.
  Yeas:  Baldyga, Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted 

Under City Manager Comments, City Manager Gorman commended Portland Public Schools for the work done to improve safety at the schools in the pickup and drop-off areas.

Under Council Member Comments, Mayor Barnes presented the schedule of events for the Sesquicentennial Celebration to be held this weekend, Friday, September 20 through, Sunday, September 22, 2019.

Mayor Barnes noted that the Friends of the Red Mill honored Rosemary Neller and Madeline Frank for their years of commitment to establishing and managing the Farmers Market in Portland.

Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck noted the VFW will host an Eagle Scout project and dedication on Saturday, September 28, 2019 at 11:00 A.M. at the VFW. The Eagle Scout project was the construction of a firepit to dispose of U.S. flags appropriately.

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Johnston, to adjourn the regular meeting.
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Baldyga, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted 

Meeting adjourned at 7:53 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,


_________________________
James E. Barnes, Mayor


_________________________
Monique I. Miller, City Clerk  
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