
City Council Minutes – November 4, 2019
City of Portland
Portland, Michigan
Minutes of the City Council Meeting
Held on Monday, November 4, 2019
[bookmark: _GoBack]In Council Chambers at City Hall

[bookmark: _Hlk10729493][bookmark: _Hlk531876490][bookmark: _Hlk530990724]Present:  Mayor Barnes; Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck, Council Member Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, and Johnston; City Manager Gorman; City Clerk Miller; Police Chief Thomas; DDA Director ConnerWellman

Guests: Kathy Parsons; John VanTholen, Sales Representative and Charles Hauser, Community Relations Coordinator for Granger Waste Services

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Barnes with the Pledge of Allegiance led by Council Member Baldyga in recognition of the end of his term on the City Council. 

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Johnston, to approve the Proposed Agenda as presented.
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

There was no public comment.

[bookmark: _Hlk10729509]Under City Manager Report, City Manager Gorman stated that he met with representatives of the Michigan State Police along with State Representative Julie Calley, Chris Hackbarth Director of State and Federal Affairs for the MML, and Ionia County Administrator Stephanie Fox to discuss the denial of Section 19 funding for Portland related to the State of Emergency for the ice jam/flooding that occurred in February 2019.

City Manager Gorman stated that it is still unclear why the funding was denied and that it is the City’s position that the Michigan State Police are not applying the criteria as intended or defined.

Sparrow is moving along with completing their formal site plan to present to the Planning Commission at their December 11, 2019 meeting. The Zoning Board of Appeals will consider three variances for the proposed project at their meeting on Tuesday, November 12, 2019.

Last week the Ionia County Board of Commissioners voted to dissolve the Ionia County Road Commission and create an advisory board. City Manager Gorman was appointed to serve on this board. 

City Manager Gorman and staff will meet with Pulse Broadband on November 6, 2019 to kick off the development of the Executable Project Plan (EPP) which will provide further information for planning and development of the fiber infrastructure project.

The City is in the process of updating its Investment Policy. City Manager Gorman stated that his goal is to present it to Council for approval at the November 18, 2019 Council meeting.

The DDA continues to move forward with plans for improvements to Toan Park to include the construction of a splash pad. City Manager Gorman thanked DDA Director ConnerWellman and Parks and Recreation Director Brown for working with the families that have donated items located at Toan Park for relocation of those items.

Under Presentations, Charles Hauser, Community Relations Coordinator for Granger Waste Services presented a recycling report for 2019.

There was discussion.

City Manager Gorman thanked Mr. VanTholen, Sales Manager for Granger Waste Services for the civic involvement they have in the City of Portland. 

DDA Director ConnerWellman provided her report on downtown activities. Director ConnerWellman provided a review of the Sesquicentennial activities along with updates on business and property in the DDA District and other projects, recent activities, and community events.

Mayor Barnes and City Manager Gorman thanked City staff for their assistance with all of the Sesquicentennial activities.

Mayor Barnes thanked DDA Director ConnerWellman for hosting a wonderful weekend of events, the celebration wouldn’t have been the same without her involvement.

Under New Business, the Council considered Resolution 19-65 to approve a capacity energy purchase, not to exceed $52,800.00, for the Board of Light and Power to meet a portion of its future load requirements for June 1, 2021 through May 31, 2024, through the Michigan Public Power Agency. At its meeting on October 29, 2019 the Board of Light and Power voted to recommend that City Council approve this purchase.

Motion by Baldyga, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve Resolution 19-65 approving a capacity purchase for the Board of Light and Power through the Michigan Public Power Agency.
  Yeas:  Baldyga, Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

Motion by Johnston, supported by VanSlambrouck, to go into Closed Session to discuss a legal memorandum regarding the denial of Section 19 funding as permitted under Section 8(h) of the Michigan Open Meetings Act and Section 13(1)(g) of the Freedom of Information Act which exempts from public disclosure information or records subject to attorney-client privilege.
  Yeas:  Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Baldyga, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

The Council adjourned to Closed Session at 7:45 P.M.

The Council returned from Closed Session at 8:09 P.M.

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Baldyga, to approve the Consent Agenda which includes the Minutes and Synopsis from the Regular City Council Meeting held on October 21, 2019, payment of invoices in the amount of $97,022.11 and payroll in the amount of $124,961.31 for a total of $221,983.42. There were no purchase orders over $5,000.00.
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Baldyga, Fitzsimmons, Johnston, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted 

Under City Manager Comments, City Manager Gorman stated that despite the horrible weather, trick-or-treating for Halloween was held on Thursday, October 31, 2019 and it went very well.

City Manager Gorman presented a photo of the newly renovated football stadium at Portland High School where the City of Portland flag was raised with the United States and State of Michigan flags at last Friday’s game.

City Clerk Miller stated that polls will be open tomorrow, Election Day, November 5, 2019 from 7:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. for the City Council Election.

Under Council Member Comments, Mayor Barnes thanked Council Member Baldyga for his service on the City Council as his term comes to an end.

Council Member Johnston noted that Portland Civic Players will present the Wizard of Oz opening on November 8, 2019 and continuing through November 17, 2019.

Council Member Fitzsimmons noted that all of the current Council Members are very different people the Council is better for the differences and discussions that have taken place. 

Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck stated that although Council Member Baldyga will still be serving the community on the Board of Light and Power and in other capacities he will miss serving with him; he has enjoyed their many conversations.

Council Member Baldyga stated that it has been a privilege to serve.

There was discussion.

Motion by Baldyga, supported by Fitzsimmons, to adjourn the regular meeting.
  Yeas:  Baldyga, Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted 

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,


_________________________
James E. Barnes, Mayor


_________________________
Monique I. Miller, City Clerk  
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