
 
 

PROPOSED AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

7:00 P.M. Monday, June 1, 2020 

City Council Chambers and 

Via Virtual Zoom Meeting ID# 833 5405 9697 

Pursuant to Michigan Governor’s Executive Orders 2020-15 and 2020-21 
 

I. Call to Order 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Acceptance of Agenda  

IV. Public Comment (5-minute time limit per speaker) 

V. City Manager Report  

VI. Presentations – None  

VII. Public Hearing(s) - None 

VIII. Old Business - None 

IX. New Business  

A. Proposed Resolution 20-35 a Resolution of Intent to Sell Surplus Real 

Property Owned by the City 

B. Proposed Resolution 20-36 Approving the Revised MERS Hybrid  

Plan Adoption Agreements (Benefit Program HA/HB/HC) and 

Approving, Authorizing, and Directing the City Manager to Sign  

Same 

C. Proposed Resolution 20-37 Approving and Adopting the Proposed 

Revisions to the City of Portland Employee Handbook 

D. Proposed Resolution 20-38 Approving the Purchase of a 2017 Tymco 600 

Street Sweeper for the Department of Public Works (DPW) 

E. Proposed Resolution 20-39 to Opt Out of the Low-Income Energy 

Assistance Fund Created by Public Act 95 of 2013 

F. Proposed Resolution 20-40 Approving, Authorizing, and Directing the 

City Manager to Sign a Contract with AT&T for Telephone Service 

G. Proposed Resolution 20-41 Approving, Authorizing, and Directing  

the Mayor and Clerk to Sign MDOT Contract No. 20-5244 Related to  

the Grand River Avenue Bridge Improvement Project 
 

X. Consent Agenda   
 

A. Minutes & Synopsis from the Regular City Council Meeting on 

May 18, 2020  

B. Payment of Invoices in the Amount of $261,701.55 and Payroll in the 

Amount of $148,339.62 for a Total of $410,041.17 

C. Purchase Orders over $5,000.00 - None 
 

 

 
 

Estimated 

Time 
 

 

7:00 PM 
 

7:01 PM 

7:02 PM 

7:03 PM 
 

7:10 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

7:25 PM 

 

7:28 PM 

 

 

 
7:30 PM 

 

7:32 PM 

 

7:35 PM 

 

7:38 PM 

 

7:40 PM 

 

 

 

 

7:42 PM 

Desired 

Outcome 
 

 

 

Decision 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decision 

 

Decision 

 

 

 
Decision 

 

Decision 

 

Decision 

 

Decision 

 

Decision 

 

 

 

 

Decision 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

          XI. Communications 

A. Kathy Parsons Board & Commissions Application 

B. Charles Carr Board & Commissions Application 

C. Ted Alberta Board & Commissions Application 

D. Jim Sandborn Board & Commissions Application 

E. DDA Minutes for February 24, 2020 

F. Ionia County Board of Commissioners Agenda for May 26, 

2020 

G. Utility Billing Reports for April 2020 
 

XII. Other Business - None 

XIII. City Manager Comments  

XIV.  Council Comments 

XV.  Adjournment 

Estimated 

Time 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:45 PM 

 

7:50 PM 

 

7:55 PM 

 

8:00 PM 

Desired 

Outcome 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decision 



 

 

PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

Ionia County, Michigan 

 

Council Member   , supported by Council Member   , made a motion to 

adopt the following resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 20-35 

 

A RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO SELL 

SURPLUS REAL PROPERTY OWNED BY THE CITY 

 

WHEREAS, the City has acquired the property listed on the attached Exhibit A from Ionia 

County after tax foreclosure by way of quitclaim deed recorded at the Ionia County Register of 

Deeds, Liber 0622 – Page 7640 attached as Exhibit B; and  

 

WHEREAS, staff has reviewed the property listed on the attached Exhibit A and determined 

that it is no longer needed for public or corporate purposes pursuant to Section 2-201 of the 

Portland City Code and is recommending that it be offered for sale; and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 11.3(b) of the Portland City Charter provides as follows: 
 

 

(b)  The City shall not have power to purchase, sell or dispose of any real estate unless:  

 

(1)  In case of sale, there shall be two published notices of intent to sell prior to the adoption of a 

resolution for sale or disposal;  

 

(2)  Such action is approved by the affirmative vote of at last [least] four members of the Council, and 

unless;  

 

(3)  In the case of real estate owned by it, the resolution authorizing the sale, lease, or disposal thereof 

shall be completed in the manner in which it is finally passed and has remained with the Clerk for 

public inspection for ten days before the final adoption or passage thereof.  

 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Manager recommends that the City Council approve offering the property 

on the attached Exhibit A for sale as surplus real estate owned by the City. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The City Council has determined that the property on the attached Exhibit A is surplus 

real estate owned by the City and no longer needed for public or corporate purposes that 

may be offered for sale. 

 

2. The City Council authorizes and directs the City Manager to publish two Notices of 

Intent to sell the surplus property listed on the attached Exhibit A and take necessary 

steps to identify a potential buyer.  

 



 

 

3. The City Council authorizes and directs the City Manager to prepare a proposed 

resolution authorizing the sale to an appropriate buyer and file it with the City Clerk for 

public inspection ten days prior to submitting said resolution for consideration of final 

adoption. 

 

3. All resolutions and parts of resolutions are, to the extent of any conflict with this 

resolution, rescinded. 

 

Ayes:   

Nays:  

Absent:  

Abstain:  

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

Dated:  June 1, 2020 

    

       ________________________  

       Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 
 

4821-6437-1390 v2 [57672-1] 



PORTLAND CITY 2019

0 100 200

Feet



PORTLAND, MI 48875
111 LIBERTY LANE
CITY OF PORTLAND
34-300-075-000-005-55

PORTLAND, MI 48875
121 LIBERTY LANE
CITY OF PORTLAND
34-300-075-000-005-56

PORTLAND, MI 48875
131 LIBERTY LANE
CITY OF PORTLAND
34-300-075-000-005-57

PORTLAND, MI 48875
141 LIBERTY LANE
CITY OF PORTLAND
34-300-075-000-005-58

PORTLAND, MI 48875
151 LIBERTY LANE
CITY OF PORTLAND
34-300-075-000-005-59

PORTLAND, MI 48875
161 LIBERTY LANE
CITY OF PORTLAND
34-300-075-000-005-60

PORTLAND, MI 48875
171 LIBERTY LANE
CITY OF PORTLAND
34-300-075-000-005-61

PORTLAND, MI 48875
181 LIBERTY LANE
CITY OF PORTLAND
34-300-075-000-005-62

PORTLAND, MI 48875
191 LIBERTY LANE
CITY OF PORTLAND
34-300-075-000-005-63

PORTLAND, MI 48875
211 LIBERTY LANE
CITY OF PORTLAND
34-300-075-000-005-64

PORTLAND, MI 48875
221 LIBERTY LANE
CITY OF PORTLAND
34-300-075-000-005-65

PORTLAND, MI 48875
231 LIBERTY LANE
CITY OF PORTLAND
34-300-075-000-005-66

PORTLAND, MI 48875
241 LIBERTY LANE
CITY OF PORTLAND
34-300-075-000-005-67





PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

Ionia County, Michigan 
 

Council Member   , supported by Council Member   , made a motion to 

adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 20-36 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE REVISED MERS HYBRID PLAN ADOPTION 

AGREEMENTS (BENEFIT PROGRAM HA/HB/HC) AND APPROVING, 

AUTHORIZING, AND DIRECTING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN SAME 
 

WHEREAS, the City has reformed its pension plan for all employees hired after July 1, 2010 so 

that new hires will with be placed in a MERS Hybrid Pension with a 1% Defined Benefit (DB) 

pension multiplier that cannot be increased and a Defined Contribution portion that requires new 

hires to contribute 3% of their wages to the Defined Contribution (DC) pension portion; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Employer’s DB and DC combined pension contribution is capped at 7% and if 

the DB portion costs less than 7%, then the Employer will contribute the difference to the 

employees DC portion; and  

 

WHEREAS, MERS requires the approval of the revised MERS Hybrid Plan Adoption 

Agreements (Benefit Program HA/HB/HC) by City Council, a copy of which is attached as 

Exhibit A, for the DC portion of the pension. A memorandum from Treasurer, Mindy Tolan is 

attached as Exhibit B.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The City Council approves the revised MERS Hybrid Plan Adoption Agreements 

(Benefit Program HA/HB/HC), a copy of which is attached as Exhibit A, and approves, 

authorizes, and directs the City Manager to sign same.   

2. All resolutions and parts of resolutions are, to the extent of any conflict with this 

resolution, rescinded. 

 

Ayes:   

Nays:   

Absent:   

Abstain:   

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

Dated:  June 1, 2020 

 

        ________________________ 

        Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 









































PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

Ionia County, Michigan 

 

Council Member   , supported by Council Member   , made a 

motion to adopt the following resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 20-37 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE PROPOSED REVISIONS 

TO THE CITY OF PORTLAND EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK   

  

WHEREAS, the City adopted its current employee handbook on January 18, 2016; and  

 

WHEREAS, during the course of administering the provisions of the handbook, city 

staff will note areas that require fine-tuning and revising; and  

 

WHEREAS, City staff recommends the following revisions to the handbook: 

 
1.) Page 12 – add the word “Full-time”  

 

2.) Page 15 – add the sentence “Effective July 1, 2020, employees may cash-out 

up to 80 hours of their vacation time during the year (12-month period based 

on the employee’s anniversary hire date).”   

 

WHEREAS, the above referenced proposed revisions are attached as Exhibit A.   

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The Portland City Council approves and adopts the proposed revisions as stated 

above and attached as Exhibit A.  

 

2. All resolutions and parts of resolutions are, to the extent of any conflict with this 

resolution, rescinded. 

 

Ayes:   

Nays:   

Absent:  

Abstain:   

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

Dated:  June 1, 2020                                            __________________________ 

            Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 







PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

Ionia County, Michigan 

 

Council Member   , supported by Council Member   , made a 

motion to adopt the following resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 20-38 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PURCHASE OF A 2017 TYMCO 600 

STREET SWEEPR FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS (DPW) 

 

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works (DPW) currently operates a 1999 Street 

Sweeper that has fallen into disrepair and needs to be replaced; and  

 

WHEREAS, the DPW Foreman has sought bids and recommends that City Council 

approve the purchase of a 2017 Tymco 600 Street Sweeper for the amount of 

$224,400.00, a copy of the quote is attached as Exhibit A; and 

 

WHEREAS, this purchase will be financed for a seven (7) year term at 2.32% with 

annual payments approximately $35,000.00 per year.  

 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. City Council approves the purchase of a 2017 Tymco 600 Street Sweeper for the 

amount of $224,400.00, a copy of the quote is attached as Exhibit A.  

 

2. All resolutions and parts of resolutions are, to the extent of any conflict with this 

resolution, rescinded. 

 

Ayes:  

Nays:   

Absent:   

Abstain:   

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

Dated:  June 1, 2020      

       _________________________ 

       Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 







PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

Ionia County, Michigan 

 

Council Member _________, supported by Council Member _________, made a motion to adopt the 

following resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 20-39 

A RESOLUTION TO OPT OUT OF THE LOW-INCOME ENERGY 

ASSISTANCE FUND CREATED BY PUBLIC ACT 95 OF 2013  

WHEREAS, on July 1, 2013, the State of Michigan passed Public Act 95 (PA 95) that requires all 

electric utilities to charge up to $0.99 per month on customer bills to raise revenue that would go into the 

Low-Income Energy Assistance Fund administered by the State to provide heating assistance to needy 

individuals; and        

 

WHEREAS, City staff have projected that this could cost City Electric customers up to $30,000 per year; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, PA 95 provides that a municipally owned electric utility or a cooperative electric utility may 

annually opt out of collecting funds for the Low-Income Energy Assistance Fund and that a utility that 

opts out cannot shut off electricity to a residential customer from November 1 to April 15 for nonpayment 

of a delinquent account; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Portland has previously adopted electric shut-off rules that protect low-income 

and senior citizens from electric shut-offs from November 1 to April 15 and that opting out of collecting 

funds for the Low-Income Energy Assistance Fund would extend protection from shut-offs during the 

heating season to all residential customers and not raise all customers rates by up to $0.99 per month; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Portland has opted out of this program since 2013. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The City Council approves the opting out of collecting funds for the Low-Income Energy 

Assistance Fund for the next year rather than raise all customers’ electric bills by up to $0.99 per 

month.     

    

2. All resolutions and parts of resolutions are, to the extent of any conflict with this resolution, 

rescinded. 

 

Ayes:   

Nays:   

Absent:   

Abstain:   

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

Dated:  June 1, 2020      ________________________  

        Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 



PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

Ionia County, Michigan 

 

Council Member   , supported by Council Member   , made a 

motion to adopt the following resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION NO.  20-40 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING, AUTHORIZING, AND 

DIRECTING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN A CONTRACT 

WITH AT&T FOR TELEPHONE SERVICE 

 

WHEREAS, the City has 9 phone lines that it contracts services through AT&T; and  

 

WHEREAS, City staff recommends that the City enter into a three-year contract with 

AT&T for $23.00 per line for approximately $7,452.00 over the three years, a savings of 

approximately $10,368.00 from the previous three years, a copy of the contract is 

attached as Exhibit A. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The City Council approves, authorizes, and directs the City Manager to sign the 

proposed contract for local telephone service with AT&T, a copy of which is 

attached as Exhibit A.  

 

2. All resolutions and parts of resolutions are, to the extent of any conflict with this 

resolution, rescinded. 

 

Ayes:   

Nays:   

Absent:   

Abstain:   

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

Dated:  June 1, 2020    

 

       __________________________ 

       Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 



























PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

Ionia County, Michigan 

 

 

Council Member   , supported by Council Member    , made a motion 

to adopt the following resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION NO.  20-41 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING, AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND 

CLERK TO SIGN MDOT CONTRACT No. 20-5244 RELATED TO THE GRAND RIVER 

AVENUE BRIDGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Portland was awarded 95% funding through the MDOT Local Bridge 

Program to make improvements to the Grand River Avenue Bridge (the Project); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) administers Federal Surface 

Transportation Funds on behalf of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) for projects 

located in Michigan; and 

 

WHEREAS, MDOT requires that the parties enter a written agreement for the purpose of fixing 

the rights and obligations of the parties with respect to the Project, a copy of which is attached as 

Exhibit A; and   

 

WHEREAS, City Engineers have reviewed the proposed agreement, a copy of which is attached 

as Exhibit A, and advised that it is a standard MDOT Agreement and that there is no reason not to 

sign it.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The City Council approves, authorizes and directs the Mayor, James E. Barnes, and the 

Clerk, Monique I. Miller to sign MDOT Contract No. 20-5244 related to the Grand River 

Avenue Bridge Improvement Project, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit A. 

 

2. All resolutions and parts of resolutions are, to the extent of any conflict with this 

resolution, rescinded. 

 

Ayes:    

Nays:   

Absent:   

Abstain:   

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

Dated:  June 1, 2020   

 

       _________________________  

       Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 

 



 
CERTIFICATION 

STATE OF MICHIGAN) 

    )  ss. 

COUNTY OF IONIA  ) 

I, Monique I. Miller, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the City of Portland, do hereby certify that 

the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the City Council at a meeting held on 

June 1, 2020, the original of which is on file in my office.  Public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to 

and in compliance with Act No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, as amended. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereto affixed my official signature this 1st day of June, 2020. 

 

      

Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 
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City of Portland 
Portland, Michigan 

Minutes of the City Council Meeting 

Held on Monday, May 18, 2020 

Via Zoom Meeting ID# 876 8728 8495 

Pursuant to Michigan Governor’s Executive Orders 2020-15 and 2020-21 

 

Present:  Mayor Barnes, Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck, Council Member Fitzsimmons, 

Johnston and Sheehan; City Manager Gorman; Finance Officer Tolan; City Clerk Miller; DDA 

Director ConnerWellman 

 

Guests: Kathy Parsons; Robert Lathers of The Beacon 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Barnes with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve the Proposed Agenda as 

presented. 

  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Johnston, Sheehan, Barnes 

  Nays:  None 

  Adopted 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

Under City Manager Report, City Manager Gorman noted that the Pension Waiver Application 

submitted by the City of Portland was approved. The Protecting Local Government Retirement 

and Benefits Act was made law in 2017 to preserve public employee pension and healthcare 

benefits through the establishment of minimum funding levels. The Act requires that pensions 

meet a 60% funding level. The City of Portland was recently notified that its funding level 

through the Michigan Municipal Employee Retirement Systems is 59%. The City requested a 

waiver to establish a deficit elimination plan based on certain criteria. The City has already taken 

significant steps well before this legislation to address pension funding and is currently in year 3 

of a 20-year plan to be fully funded. 

 

City Manager Gorman suggested the next City Council meeting be held in the Council Chambers 

at City Hall. He noted that despite the pandemic the Council has been able to have in person 

meetings while meeting the social distancing requirements but has been doing its due diligence 

and meeting via Zoom instead. 

 

The Council members concurred. 

 

City Manager Gorman stated that City staff is all back to work. They are working a limited 

schedule in order to take advantage of the Federal Work Share Program. Taking advantage of this 

program is saving the City significant amount of money in wages. 

 



City Council Minutes – May 18, 2020 
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City Manager Gorman further noted the Farmers Market plans to open in June and that as of this 

time the 4th of July fireworks will be held as scheduled. Due to the Governor’s Executive Orders 

the VFW will not hold the Memorial Day parade this year. 

 

The Bridge Street Realignment Project was ahead of schedule but recent rains have caused some 

delay. The project is still on schedule.  

 

Under New Business, the Council considered Resolution 20-30 to approve a proposal from Fleis 

& VandenBrink in the amount of $10,000.00 to conduct a Water Reliability Study as required 

every 5 years per Public Act 399, the Safe Drinking Water Act. The last study done for the City 

of Portland was in 2015. 

 

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve Resolution 20-30 approving 

a proposal from Fleis & VandenBrink to conduct a Water Reliability Study. 

  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Johnston, Sheehan, Barnes 

  Nays:  None 

  Adopted 

 

The Council considered Resolution 20-31 to approve a proposal in the amount of $68,400.00 to 

provide construction engineering services for the Grand River Avenue Small Urban 

Improvement Project. 

 

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by VanSlambrouck, to approve Resolution 20-31 approving 

Fleis & VandenBrink’s proposal to provide construction engineering services for the Grand 

River Avenue Small Urban Improvement Project. 

  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Sheehan, Barnes 

  Nays:  None 

  Adopted 

 

The Council considered Resolution 20-32 to approve temporary benefit adjustments, as allowed 

by MERS, to the definition of a day of work/hours in a month to earn service credit and 

definition of compensation. The City has made some adjustments to staffing, including a 

reduction in hours, to maintain essential services and comply with the “Stay Home, Stay Safe” 

directive and the Families First Coronavirus Response Act.  

 

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Johnston, to approve Resolution 20-32 approving the 

temporary modification to benefit provisions and approving, authorizing, and directing the City 

Manager to sign same. 

  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Fitzsimmons, Sheehan, Barnes 

  Nays:  None 

  Adopted 

 

The Council considered Resolution 20-33 to approve an agreement, for approximately 

$5,000.00, with the Ionia County Road Department to perform work on Cutler Rd. between 

Grand River Avenue and the City limits. 
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Motion by Sheehan, supported by VanSlambrouck, to approve Resolution 20-33 approving an 

agreement between the City of Portland and the Ionia County Road Department to perform road 

work on Cutler Road between Grand River Avenue and the City limits. 

  Yeas:  Sheehan, VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Johnston, Barnes 

  Nays:  None 

  Adopted 

 

The Council considered Resolution 20-34 to revise Council Policy 77-1 concerning cemetery 

rules and regulations to update rates and clarify times for cemetery lot sales and arrangement 

notifications. 

 

Motion by Johnston, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve Resolution 20-34 to revise Council 

Policy 77-1 concerning cemetery rules and regulations. 

  Yeas:  Johnston, Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Sheehan, Barnes 

  Nays:  None 

  Adopted 

 

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by VanSlambrouck, to approve the Consent Agenda which 

includes the Minutes and Synopsis from the Regular City Council Meeting on May 18, 2020, 

payment of invoices in the amount of $83,028.80 and payroll in the amount of $93,362.18 for a 

total of $176,390.98. There were no purchase orders over $5,000.00. 

  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Sheehan, Barnes 

  Nays:  None 

  Adopted  

 

Under City Manager Comments, City Manager Gorman noted that ConfluxCity Brewery and 

Fabiano’s received grants in the amount of $4,500 and $7,500 through the Michigan Small 

Business Relief Program via The Right Place in Grand Rapids. 

 

DDA Director ConnerWellman provided an update on Portland area businesses and how they are 

faring through the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

City Manager Gorman reminded residents to mow their lawns. 

 

A 5K “Going the Social Distance” race sponsored by the Nazarene Church was held over the 

weekend of May 15th to the 17th. Participants ran independently and reported their own results. 

 

City Manager Gorman stated there an incident that was reported as a fire in one of the City’s 

electric vaults but was actually smoke produced by overheated wires while work was being done. 

This required a short outage while crews repaired the damage.  

 

Under Council Comments, Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck stated the Portland Area Fire 

Authority met last week. They reviewed their budget and general purchases to be made. 

 

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Johnston, to adjourn the regular meeting. 

  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Sheehan, Barnes 
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  Nays:  None 

  Adopted  

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:44 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

_________________________ 

James E. Barnes, Mayor 

 

 

_________________________ 

Monique I. Miller, City Clerk   



City of Portland 

Synopsis of the Minutes of the May 18, 2020 City Council Meeting 

Via Zoom Meeting ID# 876 8728 8495 

Pursuant to Michigan Governor’s Executive Orders 2020-15 and 2020-21 
 

The City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Barnes at 7:00 P.M. 

Present – Mayor Barnes, Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck, Council Member Fitzsimmons, 

Johnston and Sheehan; City Manager Gorman; Finance Officer Tolan; City Clerk Miller; DDA 

Director ConnerWellman 

Approval of Resolution 20-30 approving a proposal from Fleis & VandenBrink to conduct a 

Water Reliability Study. 

All in favor. Adopted. 

Approval of Resolution 20-31 approving Fleis & VandenBrink’s proposal to provide 

construction engineering services for the Grand River Avenue Small Urban Improvement 

Project. 

All in favor. Adopted. 

Approval of Resolution 20-32 approving the temporary modification to benefit provisions and 

approving, authorizing, and directing the City Manager to sign same. 

All in favor. Adopted. 

Approval of Resolution 20-33 approving an agreement between the City of Portland and the 

Ionia County Road Department to perform road work on Cutler Road between Grand River 

Avenue and the City limits. 

All in favor. Adopted. 

Approval of Resolution 20-34 to revise Council Policy 77-1 concerning cemetery rules and 

regulations. 

All in favor. Adopted. 

Approval of the Consent Agenda. 

All in favor. Adopted. 

Adjournment at 7:44 P.M. 

All in favor.  Adopted.  

A copy of the approved Minutes is available upon request at City Hall, 259 Kent Street. 

Monique I. Miller, City Clerk 



CITY OF PORTLAND INVOICE REGISTERDate: 05/27/20 Page: 1

VENDOR NAME VENDOR DESCRIPTION AMOUNT

INDEPENDENT BANK 00197 JUNE 2020 BOND PAYMENT - ELECTRIC 8,876.00

UPS 02587 SHIPPING - WW 11.78

BADER & SONS CO. 00031 SPINDLE HOUSING - ELECTRIC 74.20

WOLVERINE POWER SYSTEMS 02122 GENERATOR MAINTENCE - WW 982.34

WOLVERINE POWER SYSTEMS 02122 GENERATOR MAINTENCE - WW 790.00

WOLVERINE POWER SYSTEMS 02122 GENERATOR MAINT RIVERSIDE - WW 700.00

WOLVERINE POWER SYSTEMS 02122 GENERATOR MAINT CUTLER RD - WW 719.29

AMERICAN RENTALS, INC. 00017 PORTABLE TOILET DAM - PARKS 100.00

MID-STATES BOLT & SCREW CO. 02607 NUTS/BOLTS - ELECTRIC 130.65

KENDALL ELECTRIC 00225 MECH CONN FOR ST LIGHT - ELECTRIC 636.52

KENDALL ELECTRIC 00225 COPPER WIRE - ELECTRIC 121.37

KENDALL ELECTRIC 00225 COPPER WIRE, ST LIGHT CONNECT - COMM PROMO 272.85

APPLIED IMAGING 02493 PRINTER INVOICE - VARIOUS DEPTS 314.15

CULLIGAN 02130 WATER - CITY HALL 7.50

FAMILY FARM & HOME 01972 MINI VAC WATER PUMP - ELECTRIC 99.99

FAMILY FARM & HOME 01972 CONCRETE MIX - MP 31.98

RESCO 00392 DEAD END CAPS - ELECTRIC 2,293.08

FAMILY FARM & HOME 01972 GUY WIRE, TENSION PINS, DOWEL - ELECTRIC 18.78

RESCO 00392 MASK.GAITER, FR HI VIS - ELECTRIC 226.25

GRAINGER, INC. 00172 AIR SAFETY VALVE - MTR POOL 11.61

MUNICIPAL SUPPLY CO. 00324 TOP VALVE BOX EXTEN - WATER 109.00

MUNICIPAL SUPPLY CO. 00324 ELLIPTICAL FLANGE SET - WATER 85.00

MICHIGAN STATE POLICE 00275 SOR REGISTRATION - POLICE 30.00

PVS TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 02601 FERROUS CHLORIDE - WW 3,199.99

POLYDYNE INC. 02196 DRUM POLYMER - WW 628.79

NYE UNIFORM CO. 00338 GROENHOF SHIRTS - POLICE 326.96

NYE UNIFORM CO. 00338 LISTERMAN PANTS,SHIRTS - POLICE 319.96

NYE UNIFORM CO. 00338 KAUFFMAN PANTS/SHIRTS - POLICE 319.96

NYE UNIFORM CO. 00338 GOGGINS PANTS/SHIRTS - POLICE 239.97

NYE UNIFORM CO. 00338 SMITH PANTS/SHIRTS - POLICE 319.96

MOYER CONSTRUCTION 00316 SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT HILL/PLEASANT - LOC STS 700.00
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CONSUMERS ENERGY 00095 GAS SERVICE - PARKS 45.48

KARA HOLZGEN MISC AMBULANCE RUN REFUND OVERPYMT -  AMB 86.00

KENDALL ELECTRIC 00225 THIN COPPER WIRE PORT PROD BARN - ELECTRIC 1,904.51

NUTRIGRO ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIONS 02605 BIO SOLIDS LAND APPLICATION - WW 12,190.00

MUNICIPAL SUPPLY CO. 00324 5 1/4" VALVE BOX SEWER LID - WW 11.25

FAMILY FARM & HOME 01972 GLOVES - WATER 24.98

MUNICIPAL SUPPLY CO. 00324 CURB BOX EXTENSION - WATER 22.75

FLEIS & VANDENBRINK 00153 SAW GRANT DRAW 6 - WW 190,060.00

F&V OPERATIONS & RESOURCE MANAGMNT02564 WWTP OPERATIONS - WW 190.00

MICHAEL R. KLUCK & ASSOCIATES 02405 LEGAL SERVICES -GEN 184.50

PRINTING ESSENTIALS 02204 NO CONTACT THERMOMETER - GEN 112.00

CONSUMERS ENERGY 00095 GAS SERVICE - CITY HALL 479.37

CONSUMERS ENERGY 00095 GAS SERVICE - WATER 56.46

CONSUMERS ENERGY 00095 GAS SERVICE - ELECTRIC 702.51

CONSUMERS ENERGY 00095 GAS SERVICE - WASTE WTR 301.69

CONSUMERS ENERGY 00095 GAS SERVICE - WW 19.31

CONSUMERS ENERGY 00095 GAS SERVICE - PARKS 43.44

CONSUMERS ENERGY 00095 GAS SERVICE - MTR POOL 117.94

CONSUMERS ENERGY 00095 GAS SERVICE - WATER 28.72

AMERICAN WATER WORKS ASSOC. 00018 AWWA MEMEBERSHIP DUES 8/1/20-7-31-21 - WATER 83.00

KATHY'S CLEANING 01684 CLEANING SERVICES - CITY HALL 900.00

OTIS ELEVATOR 00970 ELEVATOR SERVICE CONTRACT - CITY HALL 614.22

DELANEY WASSMUS MISC REFUND UTILITY DEPOSIT - ELECTRIC 200.00

GFL ENVIRONMENTALSERVICES USA, INC.MISC OIL FILTER DISPOSAL - COMM PROMO 90.00

ESI HEATING 01709 FURNACE REPAIR - MTR POOL 224.00

GRAINGER, INC. 00172 PRESSURE SWITCH - MTR POOL 125.55

FALCON ASPHALT REPAIR EQUIPMENT 02628 TUNE UP KIT - MTR POOL 272.48

MICHIGAN PAVING & MATERIALS CO. 02102 3.46 TONS ASPHALT - MAJ, LOC STS 193.76

MUNICIPAL SUPPLY CO. 00324 STRAW BLANKET/STAKES - WATER 65.00

MUNICIPAL SUPPLY CO. 00324 COMPRESS X MIP 90 NO LEAD - WATER 30.19

CONSUMERS CONCRETE CORPORATION 00094 CONCRETE BRICKS/BLOCKS - MAJ STS 87.10



CITY OF PORTLAND INVOICE REGISTERDate: 05/27/20 Page: 3

VENDOR NAME VENDOR DESCRIPTION AMOUNT

BADER & SONS CO. 00031 NUT/WHEEL/AXEL - CEM, PARKS 168.01

MPARKS 00296 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL JULY 20-21 - PARKS 370.00

CULLIGAN 02130 3 WATERS - POLICE 16.50

SPARROW OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH-LANSING00340 PRE EMPLOYMENT PHYSICALS SEASONAL - PARKS 423.00

WOLVERINE POWER SYSTEMS 02122 OIL/FILTER - WATER 790.00

WOLVERINE POWER SYSTEMS 02122 GENERATOR MAINTENCE REPAIRS - WATER 540.81

WOLVERINE POWER SYSTEMS 02122 GENERATOR MAINT WELL 4 - WATER 975.28

MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL WC FUND 00291 WORKER COMP POLICY 7/1/20-7/1/21 - VAR DEPTS 24,382.00

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL 01818 VAR SUPPLIES -  VAR DEPTS 1,286.96

CITY OF PORTLAND-PETTY CASH 00701 MILEAGE, POSTAGE, MISC - VAR DEPTS 300.85

POWER LINE SUPPLY COMPANY 00389 YELLOW TAGS/WIRE FOR TRANSFORMER - ELECTRIC 284.00

Total: $261,701.55
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SOCIAL SECURITY& SOCIAL SECURITY &

GROSS EARNINGS GROSS EARNINGS FRINGE BENEFITS FRINGE BENEFITS TOTAL CURRENT GRAND TOTAL

DEPARTMENT CURRENT PAY YEAR-TO-DATE CURRENT PAY YEAR-TO-DATE PAYROLL YEAR-TO-DATE

GENERAL ADMIN. 11,611.55                   222,535.78                  3,149.02                     62,376.69                      14,760.57                      284,912.47              

ASSESSOR 2,086.44                     25,867.02                    159.62                        1,984.24                        2,246.06                        27,851.26                

CEMETERY 7,066.25                     79,335.12                    1,915.58                     19,748.55                      8,981.83                        99,083.67                

POLICE 25,756.79                   339,335.56                  5,079.65                     86,494.52                      30,836.44                      425,830.08              

CODE ENFORCEMENT 1,045.53                     16,907.95                    228.88                        3,682.48                        1,274.41                        20,590.43                

PARKS 2,536.91                     57,659.73                    495.12                        9,892.43                        3,032.03                        67,552.16                

INCOME TAX 1,765.85                     47,134.92                    705.73                        18,722.35                      2,471.58                        65,857.27                

MAJOR STREETS 2,769.34                     82,076.62                    1,766.66                     36,258.25                      4,536.00                        118,334.87              

LOCAL STREETS 3,418.83                     85,213.88                    2,095.63                     34,188.39                      5,514.46                        119,402.27              

RECREATION 414.54                        16,997.58                    98.53                          3,132.03                        513.07                           20,129.61                

AMBULANCE 15,803.30                   282,916.31                  3,248.68                     61,059.72                      19,051.98                      343,976.03              

DDA 3,126.16                     56,391.16                    465.64                        9,278.23                        3,591.80                        65,669.39                

ELECTRIC 22,222.20                   422,607.87                  6,870.12                     118,570.73                    29,092.32                      541,178.60              

WASTEWATER 6,575.58                     153,877.95                  2,821.05                     44,494.70                      9,396.63                        198,372.65              

WATER 6,687.44                     126,792.00                  2,883.70                     46,602.45                      9,571.14                        173,394.45              

MOTOR POOL 2,500.50                     42,828.53                    968.80                        12,739.74                      3,469.30                        55,568.27                

TOTALS: 115,387.21                 2,058,477.98               32,952.41                   569,225.50                    148,339.62                    2,627,703.48           



Beginning Cash Ending

Balance Total Total Balance Time Balance

Fund Description 5/15/2020 Cash in Cash out 05/27/2020 Certificates 5/27/2020

101 GENERAL FUND 1,559,657.85   134,094.86      (113,294.84)      1,580,457.87      235,000.00      1,815,457.87         

105 INCOME TAX FUND 177,857.03      13,192.00        (69,697.95)         121,351.08         10,000.00        131,351.08             

150 CEMETERY PERPETUAL CARE FUND 57,047.51        -                    -                      57,047.51            57,047.51               

202 MAJOR STREETS FUND 339,171.95      4,132.72           (18,759.53)         324,545.14         324,545.14             

203 LOCAL STREETS FUND 173,302.55      5,230.96           (13,110.75)         165,422.76         165,422.76             

208 RECREATION FUND 41,491.89        296.53              (2,210.17)           39,578.25            39,578.25               

210 AMBULANCE FUND (413.44)             16,785.81        (38,532.82)         (22,160.45)          (22,160.45)             

245 MSHDA LOFT FUND -                    -                    -                      -                        -                           

248 DDA FUND 536,015.30      2,084.36           (6,107.02)           531,992.64         531,992.64             

404 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT-RED MILL PAVILION 3,362.25           -                    -                      3,362.25              3,362.25                 

405 WELLHEAD IMPROVEMENT FUND (4,500.00)         -                    -                      (4,500.00)             (4,500.00)                

406 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND-STREET PROJECT 248,597.94      -                    -                      248,597.94         248,597.94             

520 REFUSE SERVICE FUND 13,542.48        9,201.54           (12,427.37)         10,316.65            10,316.65               

582 ELECTRIC FUND 1,339,722.13   235,988.34      (193,960.56)      1,381,749.91      530,000.00      1,911,749.91         

590 WASTEWATER FUND 50,068.22        85,038.28        (75,265.43)         59,841.07            59,841.07               

591 WATER FUND 94,553.87        49,981.90        (36,871.67)         107,664.10         420,000.00      471,657.39             

661 MOTOR POOL FUND 76,798.55        10,288.34        (13,717.06)         73,369.83            73,369.83               

703 CURRENT TAX FUND 8,417.83           31,644.91        (31,644.91) 8,417.83              8,417.83                 

TOTAL - ALL FUNDS 4,714,693.91 597,960.55 (625,600.08)      4,687,054.38 1,195,000.00 5,826,047.67

ELECTRIC-RESTRICTED CASH 400,000.00      400,000.00             

ELECTRIC - MPPA MUNICIPAL TRUST 159,983.01      159,983.01             

CUSTOMER DEPOSIT CD 170,000.00      170,000.00             *

PERPETUAL CARE CD 130,000.00      130,000.00             

Electric 128,000.00      INCOME TAX SAVINGS 678,828.51      678,828.51             

Wastewater 21,000.00        ELECTRIC-PRIN & INT ESCROW 128,547.61      128,547.61             

Water 21,000.00        WASTEWATER DEBT ESCROW 316,751.38      316,751.38             

170,000.00      WASTEWATER REPAIR ESCROW 142,188.92      142,188.92             

DDA-PRIN & INT ESCROW 501.77              501.77                    

WATER BOND ESCROW 63,186.04        63,186.04               

8,016,034.91         

BI-WEEKLY CASH BALANCE ANALYSIS

AS OF 05/27/2020

MEETING DATE  06/01/2020

*Customer Deposit Breakdown



















Minutes of the Downtown Development Authority  

City of Portland 

 Held on Monday, February 24, 2020 

In Council Chambers at City Hall 

 

Members Present:  Grimminck, Abel, Antaya, Barnes, Madarang, Williamson 
 

Members Absent: Gorman, Briggs 
 

Staff:  DDA Director ConnerWellman, City Clerk Miller 
 

Guests:  None 
 

Chair Grimminck called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.  

 

There was no public comment. 

 

Motion by Barnes, supported by Madarang, to approve the agenda as presented. 

All in favor. Adopted. 

 

Motion by Abel, supported by Williamson, to approve the minutes of the January 27, 2020 

meeting as presented. 

All in favor. Adopted. 

 

Motion by Williamson, supported by Madarang, to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. 

All in favor. Adopted. 

 

Under Team Reports, Mayor Barnes noted everything is going well for the Organization & 

Finance Team.  

 

Member Williamsons had nothing new to report for Promotions & Marketing. 

 

Director ConnerWellman reported the Business Enhancement Team has announced its new 

Business Balance initiative. 

 

Under the Design and Business Enhancement Team Report, Chair Grimminck stated there is 

nothing new to report at this time. 

 

Under Old Business, Director ConnerWellman presented the proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 

2020-2021 and stated that both teams and the DDA have reviewed it.  

 

Director ConnerWellman stated the City Treasurer has proposed the DDA reimburse the City 

$300.00/month for the time that City staff spends supporting the DDA. This expense is reflected 

in the proposed budget. 

 

There was discussion. 

 

Motion by Williamson, supported by Madarang, to approve the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 

2020-2021. 

All in favor. Adopted. 
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Under New Business, Director ConnerWellman presented a request to apply for the 2020 

Beerfest on the Bridge Liquor License and to contract with Paul Starr to coordinate the event at 

the same rate as last year. 

 

Motion by Barnes, supported by Madarang, to approve the request to apply for the 2020 Beerfest 

on the Bridge Liquor License. 

All in favor. Adopted. 

 

Motion by Barnes, supported by Madarang, to approve the request to contract with Paul Starr to 

coordinate the Beerfest on the Bridge at the same rate as last year. 

All in favor. Adopted. 

 

Director ConnerWellman stated the DDA has an opportunity to represent Portland to nearly 

3,000 visitors at the iExpo at Ionia High School on Saturday, March 14, 2020. Volunteers are 

needed to assist at the event. 

 

Director ConnerWellman presented the newly created Market Snapshot and Market Overview. 

These documents have been created to provided a quick overview of the community and its 

potential to investors. These documents will be posted on the website. 

 

Under the Director Report, Director ConnerWellman stated the 3rd side of fencing is up at central 

trash and recycling location in the Downtown. 

 

The DDA is still seeking bids for electricians and painters. 

 

Director ConnerWellman stated that she is part of a group working to develop a DDA “peer 

group” of DDA’s within an hour drive of Grand Rapids. The group is planning to meet in Sparta 

in March and Portland in April. 

 

Director ConnerWellman provided updates on business and property in the DDA District along 

with other projects, recent activities, and community events.  

 

There were no Board Member Comments. 

 

Motion by Madarang, supported by Abel, to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 P.M. 

All in favor.  Adopted 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

______________________ 

Margery Briggs, Secretary 









REPORT DATE May 1, 2020

PERIOD COVERED April 1-30, 2020

HYDRO GENERATION 216,598

DIESEL PRODUCTION 0

Kwh Purchased 2,512,492 Amount Paid 140,413.47$      

Total Kwh Purchased 2,729,090 Total Dollars Paid 140,413.47$      

Kwh Billed Dollars Billed

Residential 1,231,872 PCA Billed 38,430.01$        

Commercial 538,331 Residential 131,628.48$      

Large General 566,820 Residential EO Charge 2,246.11$          

City St. Lites Metered 27,180 Geothermal Discount (226.25)$            

St. Lites Unmetered Commercial 58,779.98$        

Rental Lights Commercial/LG EO Charge 2,438.34$          

Demand 1,752 Large General 39,499.54$        

Large EO Charge 18.40$               

City St. Lights Metered 2,309.38$          

St. Lights Unmetered 1,543.05$          

Total Kwh Billed 2,365,955 Rental Lights 234.19$             

Demand 10,287.85$        

Arrears after billing 25,371.03$               Tax 10,688.58$        

Penalties Added 1,816.35$                 

Arrears end of month 42,571.19$               Total Dollars Billed 297,877.66$      

Fuel Cost Billed 48,762.35$               

Amount Collected 327,670.06$             Power Cost Adj. .01644

Total Adjustments 540.32$                    

Residential Customers 2,238

Commercial Customers 333

Large General 15

Total Customers 05/04/20 2,586

CITY OF PORTLAND



MONTH Apr-20 PERIOD COVERED April 1-30, 2020

Customers Billed Penalties Added 480.50$              

City 1,841 Dollars Collected 47,607.08$         

Rural 24 Arrears at end of Month 7,712.14$           

Total Customers 1,865 Adjustments (11,281.84)$        

Gallons Pumped 7,664,000           

Hydrant Flusing/Rental 0
(unmetered) (hydrant flushing)

Gallons Billed Dollars Billed

City 7,219,777 45,637.05$         

Rural 152,846 1,663.91$           

Total 7,372,623 47,300.96$         

Customers Billed   1,799 Dollars Billed $75,468.70

Sewer Credit -$                    

Total Sewer Billed 75,468.70$         

Penalties Added 825.92$         

Dollars  Collected 58,563.29$    

Arrears at end of Month 12,050.77$    

Adjustments (20,266.91)$   

Gallons Treated per Million ?

CITY OF PORTLAND

May-20

WATER DEPARTMENT REPORT

SEWER DEPARTMENT REPORT
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