
City Council Minutes – June 1, 2020
City of Portland
Portland, Michigan
Minutes of the City Council Meeting
Held on Monday, June 1, 2020
City Council Chambers and
Via Zoom Meeting ID# 833 5405 9697

[bookmark: _Hlk10729493][bookmark: _Hlk35422315][bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: _Hlk531876490][bookmark: _Hlk530990724]Present:  Mayor Barnes, Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck, Council Member Fitzsimmons, Johnston and Sheehan; City Manager Gorman; City Clerk Miller; Police Chief Thomas

Guests: Kathy Parsons; Robert Lathers of The Beacon via Zoom; Evan Sasiela of the Sentinel Standard via Zoom

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Barnes with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Johnston, to approve the Proposed Agenda as presented.
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Sheehan, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

Under Public Comment, Mr. Lathers of The Beacon encouraged the Council to continue using the Zoom option for public attendance of the Council meetings.

Under City Manager Report, City Manager Gorman stated that Governor Whitmer announced Executive Order 2020-110 today, to lift the Stay at Home requirement. He further elaborated on the changes and activities still not allowed. He stated the City of Portland has the same protocols in place at this time. Some City staff are working reduced hours to take advantage of the Work Share Program which is saving the City money on wages. The City Hall lobby will be opened relatively soon, after a partition is hung at the front counter.

City Manager Gorman further noted that based on information available from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) the playground equipment located in the parks was opened last week. 

City Manager Gorman reported that in light of the catastrophic dam failures that occurred in Midland County, he provided a brief update on the status of Portland’s Hydro Dam. Hydropower in general and our dam are regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and are routinely inspected by that federal agency. Board of Light and Power Staff also inspects the dam 7 (seven) days per week. The Portland Police Department monitors the dam as well. As part of maintaining our FERC license and in addition to the above-referenced inspections, we maintain an emergency action plan, as well as other requirements. It’s also worth noting that the Edenville Dam in Midland for instance, is an earthen dam, where the Portland Dam is constructed primarily of concrete. At this time, the Portland Dam is structurally sound and flowing well with no known issues.

Under New Business, the Council considered Resolution 20-35 to sell property owned by the City of Portland near Cherry Hill condominiums; deemed as surplus and no longer needed for public purposes. The City will publish two Notices of Intent to sell the property and take necessary steps to identify a potential buyer.

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Sheehan, to approve Resolution 20-35 a Resolution of Intent to sell surplus real property owned by the City.
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Sheehan, Fitzsimmons, Johnston, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

The Council considered Resolution 20-36 to approve the revised MERS Hybrid Plan Adoption Agreements for the Benefit Program HA/HB/HC. The City has reformed its pension plan for all employees hired after July 1, 2010 so that new hires will be placed in a MERS Hybrid Pension with a 1% Defined Benefit (DB) pension multiplier that cannot be increased and a Defined Contribution portion that requires new hires to contribute 3% of their wages to the Defined Contribution (DC) pension portion. The City’s DB and DC combined pension contribution is capped at 7% and if the DB portion costs less than 7%, then the City will contribute the difference to the employees DC portion.

Motion by Johnston, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve Resolution 20-36 approving the revised MERS Hybrid Plan Adoption Agreements (Benefit Program HA/HB/HC) and approving, authorizing, and directing the City Manager to sign same.
  Yeas:  Johnston, Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Sheehan, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

The Council considered Resolution 20-37 to approve revisions to the City of Portland Employee Handbook to add the word “full-time” on page 12 and cap the number of vacation hours an employee may cash-out per 12-month period to 80 hours on page 15.

Motion by Sheehan, supported by Johnston, to approve Resolution 20-37 approving and adopting the proposed revisions to the City of Portland employee handbook.
  Yeas:  Sheehan, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

The Council considered Resolution 20-38 to approve the purchase of a 2017 Tymco 600 street sweeper for the Department of Public Works (DPW). The DPW currently operates a 1999 street sweeper that has fallen into disrepair and needs to be replaced. 

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve Resolution 20-38 approving the purchase of a 2017 Tymco 600 street sweeper for the Department of Public Works.
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Johnston, Sheehan, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

The Council considered Resolution 20-39 to opt out of the Low-Income Energy Assistance Fund created by Public Act 95 of 2013 which requires all electric utilities to charge up to $.99 per month on customer bills to raise revenue to provide heating assistance to needy individuals. PA 95 provides that municipally owned electric utilities can opt out of collecting the funds but cannot shut off electricity to residential customers from November 1st to April 1st for nonpayment of a delinquent account.  The City of Portland previously adopted electric shut-off rules that protect low-income and senior citizens from electric shut-offs during the same time period. The City of Portland has opted out of this program since 2013. 

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Sheehan, to approve Resolution 20-39 to opt out of the Low-Income Energy Assistance Fund created by Public Act 95 of 2013.
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Sheehan, VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

The Council considered Resolution 20-40 to sign a three-year contract with AT&T for telephone service at $23.00 per line (9 lines) for approximately $7,452.00 over the three years, a savings of about $10,368.00 from the previous three years.

Motion by Johnston, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve Resolution 20-40 approving, authorizing, and directing the City Manager to sign a contract with AT&T for telephone service.
  Yeas:  Johnston, Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Sheehan, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

The Council considered Resolution 20-41 to authorize MDOT Contract No. 20-5244 for the Grand River Avenue Bridge Improvement Project. The City of Portland was awarded 95% funding through the MDOT Local Bridge Program to make improvements to the Grand River Avenue Bridge.

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Sheehan, to approve Resolution 20-41 approving, authorizing, and directing the Mayor and Clerk to sign MDOT Contract No. 20-5244 related to the Grand River Avenue Bridge Improvement Project.
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Sheehan, Fitzsimmons, Johnston, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

Motion by Johnston, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve the Consent Agenda which includes the Minutes and Synopsis from the Regular City Council Meeting on May 18, 2020, payment of invoices in the amount of $261,701.55 and payroll in the amount of $148,339.62 for a total of $410,041.17. There were no purchase orders over $5,000.00.
  Yeas:  Johnston, Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Sheehan, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted 

Under City Manager Comments, with a heavy heart City Manager Gorman recognized the protests happening across the country related to the death of George Floyd. 

City Manager Gorman commented that a 55’ banner will be placed on the pedestrian bridge to honor and recognize the 2020 graduates of both Portland Public Schools and St. Patrick Schools.

City Manager Gorman recognized the great effort by DDA Director ConnerWellman on the recent survey she conducted on the reopening of local businesses.

Under Council Comments, Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck noted that the VFW held a quiet ceremony and shared it on social media to honor the fallen soldiers on Memorial Day as the community was unable to participate.

Council Members Johnston and Sheehan thanked all of the scouts and their families for placing flags on the graves at the cemetery for Memorial Day.

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Johnston, to adjourn the regular meeting.
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Sheehan, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted 

Meeting adjourned at 7:37 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,



_________________________
James E. Barnes, Mayor


_________________________
Monique I. Miller, City Clerk  
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