
City Council Minutes – December 21, 2020
City of Portland
Portland, Michigan
Minutes of the City Council Meeting
Held on Monday, December 21, 2020
In the City Council Chambers at City Hall
259 Kent St., Portland, MI  48875
[bookmark: _Hlk57628279]And Via Zoom Meeting ID# 876 6107 2664


[bookmark: _Hlk10729493][bookmark: _Hlk45605460][bookmark: _Hlk35422315][bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: _Hlk531876490][bookmark: _Hlk530990724]Present:  Mayor Barnes, Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck, Council Members Fitzsimmons, Johnston, and Sheehan; City Manager Gorman; City Clerk Miller; Police Chief Thomas

Present Via Zoom:  City Treasurer Tolan; Bob Lathers of The Beacon

Guests: Kathy Parsons

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Barnes with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve the Proposed Agenda. 
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Johnston, Sheehan, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

There was no Public Comment.

Under City Manager Report, City Manager Gorman noted that Governor Whitmer extended the current shut down order until January 15, 2021. The lobby at City Hall is closed to the public at this time, but the drive thru remains open for service. The essential services that city staff perform prevents most city employees from working from home.

City Manager Gorman presented a press release stating that the Michigan Attorney General office sided with the City of Portland in its interpretation of the Emergency Management Act arising from the 2019 denial of state disaster funds. The Michigan State Police will make changes going forward.

Mayor Barnes thanked City Manager Gorman for staying on top of the Governor’s executive orders and current legislation along with his diligence in the pursuit of the disaster approval process. 

There were no presentations.
 
Under New Business, the Council considered Resolution 20-68 to approve a bid from Michigan Wood Fibers LLC for wood waste processing and compost removal in the amount of $15,800.00.

Motion by Johnston, supported by Sheehan, to approve Resolution 20-68 approving a bid from Michigan Wood Fibers LLC for wood waste processing and compost removal.
  Yeas:  Johnston, Sheehan, VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

The Council considered Resolution 20-69 to amend the Budget for Fiscal Year 2020-2021. The Finance Director has reviewed current fund balances and expenditures and recommends the proposed amendments.

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve Resolution 20-69 to amend the Budget for Fiscal Year 2020-2021.
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Fitzsimmons, Johnston, Sheehan, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

The Council considered Resolution 20-70 to approve 2021 City Council meeting dates.

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Johnston, to approve Resolution 20-70 approving 2021 City Council meeting dates.
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Sheehan, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

The Council considered Resolution 20-71 to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Doug Logel to the Board of Review.

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Sheehan, to approve Resolution 20-71 confirming the Mayor’s appointments to City Boards and Commissions.
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Sheehan, Fitzsimmons, Johnston, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted

Motion by Johnston, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve the Consent Agenda which includes the Minutes and Synopsis from the Regular City Council Meeting held on December 7, 2020, payment of invoices in the amount of $123,537.87 and payroll in the amount of $137,344.00 for a total of $260,881.87. Purchase orders to Fleis & VandenBrink in the amount of $12,493.35 for expenses related to the Grand River Bridge Improvement Project and T.H. Eifert Mechanical Contractors in the amount of $24,850.00 to replace a gate valve were also included.
  Yeas:  Johnston, Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Sheehan, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted 

Under City Manager comments, City Manager Gorman stated that he is thankful for a steadied Council that is supportive of his actions.

City Manager Gorman thanked Consumers Energy for their contribution of matching funds for the Portland Prime program which will directly infuse funds into the local economy.

City Manager Gorman further stated that despite all of the challenges that 2020 has brought, the City of Portland has continued to see significant development. He is looking forward to what 2021 will bring.

Under Council Comments, Mayor Barnes noted the expected sighting of the Star of Bethlehem when Jupiter and Saturn are the closest, they have been in 800 years giving the appearance of a very large star.

Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck congratulated City Manager Gorman on his appointment to the Michigan Citizen-Community Emergency Response Coordinating Council and noted his appreciation for all of his hard work.

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Johnson, to adjourn the regular meeting.
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Sheehan, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Adopted 

Meeting adjourned at 7:18 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,



_________________________
James E. Barnes, Mayor


_________________________
Monique I. Miller, City Clerk  
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