
City Council Minutes – March 1, 2021
City of Portland
Portland, Michigan
Minutes of the City Council Meeting
Held on Monday, March 1, 2021
In the City Council Chambers at City Hall
259 Kent St., Portland, MI  48875
[bookmark: _Hlk57628279]And Via Zoom Meeting ID# 861 6190 7845


[bookmark: _Hlk10729493][bookmark: _Hlk45605460][bookmark: _Hlk62561642][bookmark: _Hlk35422315][bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: _Hlk531876490][bookmark: _Hlk530990724]Present:  Mayor Barnes, Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck, Council Members Fitzsimmons, and Johnston; City Manager Gorman; City Clerk Miller; DDA Director ConnerWellman; Police Chief Thomas

Absent:  Council Member Sheehan

Present Via Zoom:  Finance Director Tolan

Guests: Kathy Parsons

Guests Via Zoom: Kyle Miller; Joshua Covert of The Covert Law Firm, PLLC, Tom Senecal, Evan Sasiela of the Sentinel-Standard

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Barnes with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by VanSlambrouck, to approve the Proposed Revised Agenda. 
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Absent:  Sheehan
  Adopted

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Johnston, to excuse the absence of Council Member Sheehan.
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Fitzsimmons, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Absent:  Sheehan
  Adopted

Under Public Comment, Joshua Covert, of The Covert Law Firm, PLLC and Kyle Miller, Portland area resident, presented their request to the Council that the City of Portland consider permitting cannabis businesses.

Under City Manager Report, City Manager Gorman stated that construction is scheduled to begin March 29, 2021 on the Safe Routes to School Project. He presented a map of the areas of construction.

City Manager Gorman stated the Electric Department ran the three diesel generators last week, under the advisement of the MPPA and MISO, because of the price on the whole sale market and the frigid temperatures. The City realized a net value saving of approximately $15,000.00 by running the generators.

City Manager Gorman presented a photo of former Electric Superintendent Hyland’s repurposed vehicle. The vehicle will now be used by the Ambulance Department and meter readers.

The Sparrow Project is on schedule; they anticipate opening sometime this Summer.

[bookmark: _Hlk62561668]Under Presentations, DDA Director ConnerWellman provided her report on downtown activities.

Under New Business, the Council considered Resolution 21-08 to approve the Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Budget for the Portland Fire Authority. City Manager Gorman noted he and Finance Director Tolan have reviewed the proposed budget and the funding formula governing the percentage of budget funded by each entity and recommends the City Council’s approval.

City Manager Gorman further noted that he recommends the Portland Area Fire Authority Board adopt a fund balance policy as approved by City Council through Resolution 20-10, as well as a capital improvement plan to be reviewed and approved by each entity during the budget approval process.

Motion by Johnston, supported by Fitzsimmons, to approve Resolution 21-08 approving the Budget for Fiscal Year 2021-2022 for the Portland Area Fire Authority.
  Yeas:  Johnston, Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Absent:  Sheehan
  Adopted

The Council considered Resolution 21-09 to approve the Board of Light and Power’s recommendation to designate the City Manager, Tutt Gorman, as the Member Authorized Representative to approve risk management transactions for the Michigan Public Power Agency (MPPA).

Motion by VanSlambrouck, supported by Johnston, to approve Resolution 21-09 approving the Board of Light and Power’s recommendation to designate the City Manager, Tutt Gorman, as the Member Authorized Representative.
  Yeas:  VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Fitzsimmons, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Absent:  Sheehan
  Adopted

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by VanSlambrouck, to approve the Consent Agenda which includes the Minutes and Synopsis from the Regular City Council Meeting held on February 16, 2021, payment of invoices in the amount of $100,750.12 and payroll in the amount of $104,864.12 for a total of $205,614.24. Purchase orders to SLC Meter LLC in the amount of $7,050.00 for a Trimble Yuma 7 Tablet and the State of Michigan in the Amount of $7,297.35 for the Grand River Avenue Bridge Project were also included.
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, VanSlambrouck, Johnston, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Absent:  Sheehan
  Adopted 

Under City Manager comments, City Manager Gorman outlined changes to be implemented with new the brush pickup procedures to begin April 1, 2021. The City will be split into two areas with pickup for Area #1 on the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month and Area #2 on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month.

The Annual Clean Up Day and Hazardous Waste Cleanup are scheduled for Saturday, May 1, 2021.

City Manager Gorman stated the City is evaluating the Builders Lumber sign that is located at Toan Park and the Grand River Ave. Bridge. and trying to understand the history of the sign as it is not allowed under the current ordinance. It is an off-premise sign located in the City right-of-way. It is currently designated as a “community event sign”. Brian Wohlscheid, the owner of Municipal Supply has some ideas of what he would like to do with the sign; this along with the upcoming Riverfront Improvement Project are prompting the consideration.

Under Council Comments, Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck stated that in terms of the cannabis issue, even though the State of Michigan has put rules in place he is not certain if they have been adopted by the State legislature.

He further stated that he would like further information on funding and the availability of 800 MHz radios for the City of Portland personnel.

Mayor Pro-Tem VanSlambrouck also noted that he will formally request that the Portland Area Fire Authority Board adopt a Capital Improvement Plan.

He also noted that the VFW will host a Burger Night on Friday, March 5, 2021 from 5:00 – 7:00 P.M.

Motion by Fitzsimmons, supported by Johnston, to adjourn the regular meeting.
  Yeas:  Fitzsimmons, Johnston, VanSlambrouck, Barnes
  Nays:  None
  Absent:  Sheehan
  Adopted 

Meeting adjourned at 7:42 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,



_________________________
James E. Barnes, Mayor


_________________________
Monique I. Miller, City Clerk  
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